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Security And Safety For Alleditor’s note

T
his is the month when woman power is celebrated all around the world, 

observing a special day on March 8. We in the UAE are proud to be part of a 

society where women are respected and have access to opportunities equal 

to those of men. This has been part of the creed in the Emirates for as long as 

one can remember. 

It must also be acknowledged that sometimes, women – due to a lack of education, 

or awareness of the law, or because they’re betrayed by men – find themselves in a 

precarious situation. Unwed motherhood in the UAE means a prison term for the 

woman (plus deportation for an expat). If the father can be traced, he is given a jail 

term, too. This is a strict punishment, but it’s meant to protect future children who 

deserve to be born in a stable family environment, not in a furtive relationship where 

the man has no real commitment, and the woman is simply unprepared. The law is 

meant to discourage irresponsible behaviour. 

Nevertheless, human weakness means that irresponsible behaviour occurs. Babies 

are born to parents who can’t or won’t keep them, and the infants are abandoned, a 

most cruel fate for such helpless creatures. Here, too, the UAE law steps in as a 

protector. A federal law in 2012 set down guidelines on government care for an 

abandoned child, if he/she is rescued while still alive, and for citizens embracing and 

raising such a child. The children may have been abandoned by their biological 

parents, but this country won’t just give up on them. That’s what makes the UAE great. 

In this issue, 999 explores the causes of abandonment, the care guidelines for babies, 

and the terms laid down for guardians.

It isn’t just foster parents who need help and advice; sometimes new parents may 

feel out of depth with their own infants, too. Which is why, we have a friendly parenting 

guide in this issue for those who find themselves delighted but a little confused about 

what’s right for their new arrival.

Motherhood, to some, is the best that could ever happen to a woman, but we 

shouldn’t forget that there are those who would rather take on a different adventure. 

Every woman should be reminded that she is free to be whoever she wants to be, and 

that’s what the world’s Women’s Month is all about. We have put together some 

nuggets of inspiration in the Tips and Trivia section. 

In our ‘Spotlight’ section, we bring you a curtain-raiser on ISNR, the biggest security 

event in the Middle East. While it’s a major industry meet, the general public will also 

find much enjoyment here – there’s the thrill of seeing futuristic police vehicles, the 

world’s best firefighters carrying out live drills, and super-smart police dogs showing 

how they keep people safe every day. In a related report, you’ll read about armoured 

cars, which help greatly in rescue operations on any terrain.

We want to see you safe at all times, and meet you through the 999 magazine 

interface every month. 

Awareness breeds empowerment 

The children 
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Environment effort is a collective responsibility—Khalifa

His Highness President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
has called for continuing the efforts of developing a legislative 
environment that will ensure the conservation of natural 
resources and regulate the consumption of water and energy.

In a speech on the 19th National Environment Day, marked 
early February, HH President Sheikh Khalifa also called for 
launching educational programmes to raise awareness of the 
importance of the sustainability of natural resources and the 
use of clean renewable energy for the country’s development 

His Highness President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan has called on the ministers of the 12th Cabinet of 
the UAE government to work diligently and faithfully to help 
promote sustainable development of the country, achieve 
the aspirations of its people, and take the UAE to greater 
heights, beyond its growing international stature.

“We, our people, and our nation are awaiting more of 
your contribution to continue the march of development, 
an area in which our country has taken significant steps, 
moving towards broader horizons and reinforcing the 
special position it holds at the regional and global level,” 
the President said. 

His Highness President Sheikh Khalifa expressed his 
confidence in His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister 
and Ruler of Dubai, to work towards translating the 
objectives of the federal government’s strategy into 
achievements, growth and prosperity in all fields.

He stressed the importance of continuing the march 
started by the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan 
and his brothers, the rulers of the Emirates, and the 

process and its objectives. The efforts are to “successfully 
implement the initiative that we launched in 2012 which aims 
to make our country a leader in the green economy,” he said.

His Highness also said on the occasion, held under the 
slogan, ‘The Green Economy: Innovation and Sustainability’, 
“Our country is now blessed with greenery and continues 
to apply its strategies on conserving the environment and its 
natural resources, implementing its programmes for water 
and energy consumption, and increasing its natural reserves 
to achieve Vision 2021 for a sustainable environment and 
well-being, inspired by the vision of the late Sheikh Zayed 
bin Sultan Al Nahyan - an environmental advocate, leader 
of greenery and founder of sustainable environment - who 
encouraged agriculture so that it became a way of life in the 
UAE.”

HH Sheikh Khalifa also pointed out the nation’s success 
in having planted tens of millions of trees, built dam, and 
reclaimed wide swaths of agricultural lands throughout the 
years, since the country’s foundation.  

“We have established 21 onshore and offshore natural 
reserves, which make up 7 per cent of the UAE land 
mass, in an effort to preserve wildlife and marine species, 
reduce pollution, have clean air, and a healthy sustainable 
environment for future generations to enjoy,” His Highness 
also said. 

The President also stressed that “environmental effort is 
a collective responsibility which requires the participation 
of everyone who lives in a civilised society,” adding that 
everyone is an ambassador for the environment should ensure 
its sustainability in their own ways. 

President calls on new ministers to work for sustainable development
sincerity and dedication of its people who are the 
foundation of all the national projects that serve the 
country and its citizens.

The President wished the new ministers and the 
government, led by His Highness Mohammed bin Rashid, 
good luck and success in their mission.

“We see your trustworthiness and we hope that you 
commit yourselves towards serving your country and its 
citizens,” HH Sheikh Khalifa said, as he thanked the 
ministers for their efforts in serving the country and the 
people.

The new government includes eight new ministers, five of 
whom are women. The average age of the new ministers is 
only 38 years, with the youngest minister at 22.

The new government has also seen the addition of 
ministers for Tolerance, the Future, Youth, Happiness and 
Climate Change. Supporting the education sector will be 
two new minsters in addition to the current minister, as well 
as the formation of the Supreme Council for Education to 
oversee their work, as well as the formation of the Youth 
Council and the Council of UAE Scientists. 

newsnews
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Mohammed bin Rashid meets with world, industry 
leaders on the sidelines of Government Summit
As the three-day World Government Summit (WGS) set the 
agenda for the next generation of governments, it has also 
paved way for a series of discussions on bilateral relations, 
economic and social development issues, and prospective 
partnerships between His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of 
the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, and a number of world and 
industry leaders. 

Amongst the key national leaders His Highness has met 
separately on the sidelines of the WGS were Egyptian Prime 
Minister Sherif Ismail, Algerian Prime Minister Abdul-Malik 
Salal, and Prime Minister of Malta Dr Joseph Muscat, along 
with their respective delegations. 

The meetings highlighted the strong ties of the UAE with the 
Prime Ministers’ countries, and the partnerships they could 
develop in the future. 

HH Sheikh Mohammed expressed the UAE’s appreciation 
of the leaders’ participation in the Government Summit, which 
has been described as an international platform that gathers 
top government leaders and expertise to explore innovative 
concepts for enhancing quality and efficiency as well as finding 
innovative global practices in government service delivery. 

The Vice President has also received global industry leaders 
including  World Economic Forum President and Founder Klaus 
Schwab and World Bank Group President Jim Yong Kim.

During the meeting, HH Sheikh Mohammed and Schwab 
exchanges views on economic developments at regional and 
international levels.

Welcoming the World Bank President,  HH Sheikh 
Mohammed discussed a number of issues relating to economy 
and governance. Mr Kim praised the UAE’s experience in the 
field of governance and its success. 

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and 
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai, announced sweeping changes 
to the federal government ministries 
during a ‘live’ conversation with his 
10 million followers on social media 
on the first day of this year’s World 
Government  Summit. 

In probably a world’s first, he 
announced “biggest structural changes in 
the history of the federation” on Twitter.

Vice President launches new gov’t structure via Twitter

“I would like to announce to the 
people of the UAE that the UAE 
President has approved the biggest 
structural change in the Federal 
Government,” he said.

In a major overhaul of the UAE’s 
federal government structure, His 
Highness announced the restructuring 
of several ministries and the creation 
of new ministerial positions to improve 
efficiency and effective delivery of 
services.

“The Ministry of Cabinet Affairs, 
tasked with devising strategies for the 
future, becomes the Ministry of Cabinet 
Affairs and The Future,” he said.

His Highness added that the Ministry 
will have a specific remit of preparing 
the UAE for a post-oil future.

Through the hashtag 
#WorldGovSummit, HH Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid expressed 
his vision for the next generation of 
government and announced major 
structural changes to the UAE federal 
government in preparation for the next 
stage of development in the UAE.

New ministerial posts have been 
created with the objective of promoting 
happiness and tolerance in UAE society. 
Minister of State for Happiness’ primary 
mission is “to harmonise all government 
plans, programs and policies to achieve 
a happier society,” HH tweeted, while 
the Minister of State for Tolerance would 
“promote tolerance as a fundamental 
value in the UAE society.” 

“Change creates great opportunities 
and renews ideas and forces everyone 
to think in a different way,” he said. 
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Crown Prince on three-day state visit: 
UAE-India bilateral ties are solid
As he embarked on a recent three-day 
state visit to India, His Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the UAE 
Armed Forces, reiterated the strong 
relations between the UAE and India, 
saying the two sides share a common 
interest in converting mutual relations to 
a strategic partnership in various fields.

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
said that UAE-India relations have 
historical ties dating back hundreds of 
years, and that the late Sheikh Zayed 
bin Sultan Al Nahyan had a prominent 
role in consolidating this relationship 
and developing its strong foundations, 
saying, “Within this context came 
the late Sheikh Zayed’s historic visit 
to India in 1975, which represented 
a fundamental starting point for the 
development and progress of all 
relations between the two countries over 
the past decades.”

“The UAE, under the leadership of 
President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, is always eager 

for strong relations with India, especially 
in light of the significant cooperation 
opportunities that exist, and the rapid 
regional and international changes,” His 
Highness said. 

The Crown Prince said that the 
cultural ties and old links between the 
two nations have also strengthened the 
presence of the Indian labour force in 
the UAE over many years, emphasising 
how the national government and its 

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, has stressed the 
new Cabinet with its new and young blood would continue 
to work to achieve aspirations of Emiratis in development 
and welfare, and to consolidate the country’s stature at the 
regional and international levels.

New Cabinet comes at an important stage of the UAE — Mohamed
In a speech delivered at the sworn-in ceremony of the 12 

new Cabinet ministers, HH Sheikh Mohamed said: “The 
new Cabinet comes at an important stage of the UAE, which 
moves steadily with an unlimited ambition towards a better 
future for present and future generations, taking advantage of 
its solid development base of human resources and the nation, 
founded by the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, 
and aiming to building a bright future under the leadership of 
President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan.”

HH Sheikh Mohamed said that the UAE set new concepts 
of nation-building and development, thanks to the sense 
of belonging enjoyed by its citizens and the wisdom of its 
leadership.

He also commended the great efforts exerted by the 
Government of the UAE, led by Vice President and Prime 
Minister and Ruler of Dubai, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum.

HH Sheikh Mohamed stressed that the new Cabinet would 
work in line with the directives of His Highness President 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, to tackle effectively and 
positively the surrounding challenges and to transform them 
into opportunities for benefit of the coming generations.   

people value the contributions of the 
Indian community in the country.  

During the state visit, HH Sheikh 
Mohamed met with the President 
of the Republic of India, Pranab 
Mukherjee; held formal talks with the 
Prime Minister of India, Narendra 
Modi; and witnessed the signing of 
a number of cooperation agreements 
and memorandums of understanding 
between the UAE and India.  

news
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Lt GenerAL His Highness Sheikh 
Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, 
attended the official launch of the 
30th Janadriyah Festival, Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia’s (KSA) National Festival 
for Heritage and Culture. 

The festival was inaugurated by 
His Majesty the Custodian of the 
Two Holy Mosques, King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al Saud.

HH Sheikh Saif expressed his heartfelt 
appreciation for the Custodian of 

Saif bin Zayed graces KSA’s Janadriyah Festival

Interior Minister: Sheikh Zayed’s Integration Doctrine 
is a bridge between the past and the future
Lt General His Highness Sheikh 
Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, 
emphasised that the ongoing national 
achievements made by the United Arab 
Emirates across the various sectors, 
embodies the “Doctrine of Integration” 
embraced by the late Sheikh Zayed bin 
Sultan Al Nahyan, and his brothers, 
the founding fathers of the UAE. This 
approach was upheld by His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
President of the UAE, who continues the 
march towards further prosperity.

HH Sheikh Saif hailed the diligent 
national efforts made by the President of 
the UAE, with the help of his brothers, 
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and 
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai, His Highness Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince 
of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, 

along with their Highnesses Supreme 
Council Members and Rulers of the 
Emirates.

 “The integrated efforts of our 
wise leaders, with the support of the 
various segments of society, serve 
as an impregnable wall and a well-
established bridge that draws inspiration 
from the past’s traditions to strengthen 
the foundations of the present, and to 

support the glories of the future,” he said 
in an address he delivered on the first 
day of the World Government Summit. 

HH Sheikh Saif expressed his 
confidence that the UAE’s wise 
leadership would use the realities of 
the present to shape the future, as it 
embrace an Integration Doctrine in all 
aspects of political, economic, social, 
and intellectual life.  

of the Two Holy Mosques, by His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa, King of Bahrain; HH Sheikh 
Jassem bin Hamad Al Thani, Personal 
Representative of the His Highness the 
Emir of Qatar; His Excellency Sheikh 
Salman Sabah Salem Al-Hmoud Al-
Sabah, Minister of Information and 
Minister of State for Youth Affairs 
of the State of Kuwait; and Saad 
bin Mohammed Al-Saadi, Minister 
of Sports Affairs of the Sultanate of 
Oman; along with a large number 
of senior officials from the GCC 
Countries, the region and the world.

Lt General HH Sheikh Saif also 
attended the 41st Annual Grand Camel 
Race that was organised as part of 
the Festival. He has bestowed upon 
the top two winners an award bearing 
the name of the late Sheikh Zayed bin 
Sultan Al Nahyan, which is presented 
to winners annually by His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
President of the UAE.  

the Two Holy Mosques for the warm 
welcome and hospitality extended to the 
UAE delegation who visited KSA. He 
hailed the festival, which he described 
as a valuable and important cultural 
event that continuously contributes to 
further instilling the Islamic identity and 
common Arab heritage amongst the 
people. 

HH Sheikh Saif enjoyed the 
different activities of the festival’s 
inauguration ceremony, which was 
attended, in addition to the Custodian 
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Al Sha’far chairs internal 
security commission’s meeting

Lt GenerAL Saif Abdullah Al Sha’far, 
Undersecretary at the Ministry of Interior 
and Head of the Permanent Higher 
Commission for Internal Security, chaired 
the commission’s periodic meeting,  
held at the Federal Police School in 
Sharjah.

The meeting discussed a number 
of topics on the agenda, previous 

decisions taken and implemented by 
the commission, as well as the strategic 
initiatives in the field of internal security, 
co-ordination mechanisms and training 
programmes.

The Permanent Higher Commission 
for Internal Security holds its meetings 
in implementation of the Ministerial 
Decree No. 152 of 2009, issued 

by Lt General His Highness Sheikh 
Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, 
with respect to establishing the 
commission, which includes police 
chiefs, directors-general, and senior 
civil defence officials. These members 
attended the meeting headed by Al 
Sha’far. 

Al Menhali praises police institute
MAjor General Mohammed bin 
Al Awadhi Al Menhali, Assistant 
Undersecretary of Resources and 
Support Services, affirmed that the 
establishment of the Police Officers 
Training Institute at the General 
Directorate of Human Resources was 
the result of the development drive 
witnessed by the Ministry of Interior 
over the past few years. 

He noted that this drive aimed to 
train officers from police headquarters 
and general directorates in the UAE, 

equip them with new skills, refine 
their expertise and increase their 
knowledge in specialised fields.

The institute, he said, was 
considered one of the main sources 
for supplying different entities under 
the ministry with highly qualified and 
trained officers. These well-trained 
officers were better able to deal with 
the changes and challenges of the 
world today and contributed greatly to 
protecting national achievements and 
stability, he added. 
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tHe Higher Committee for Child 
Protection at the Ministry of Interior 
celebrated Safer Internet Day 2016, 
held under the theme ‘Let’s Create a 
Better Internet Together’. The event 
took place at Sara Primary School 
in Dubai in co-operation with ICDL 
Arabia, the regional body responsible 
for the delivery of the international 
computer driving licence programme 
in the GCC, Egypt, and Iraq.

Major General Dr Nasser 
Lakhreibani Al Nuaimi, Secretary 
General of the Office of HH the 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior, Chairman of the Higher 
Committee for Child Protection, 
and Chair of the Virtual Global 
Taskforce, stressed on the importance 
of legislating parental supervision 

Al Nuaimi calls for training  
in guarding online privacy

of the online behaviours of children 
by training them in protecting their 
privacy; on the need to refrain from 
posting any information and pictures 
that may be misused by others; and 
on limiting Internet usage and device 
time for children in order to prevent 
Web addiction.

Celebrations organised on this 
occasion aided the promotion of safe 
Internet usage and child protection 
through early education. Al Nuaimi 
said that awareness had to increase 
for privacy issues to be addressed. 
“We must realise that while they’re 
in contact with the cyber world, our 
children and teenagers are subject to 
all kinds of challenges and dilemmas 
that require advice and guidance to 
find suitable solutions,” he added. 

Al Shamsi inspects Central Region Police Dept

BriGAdier Saif Mohammed Al Zari 
Al Shamsi, Commander-in-Chief of 
Sharjah Police, paid an inspection visit 
to the Central Region Police Department, 
accompanied by Colonel Mohammed 
Rashid Biyyat, Director General of 
Police Operations, and Colonel Jihad 
Sahoo, Deputy Director General of 
Police Operations. The delegation was 
received by Colonel Ahmed Abdullah 
bin Darweesh, Director of the Central 

Region Police Department, and a 
number of department officers.

This was part of inspection visits by 
the Commander-in-Chief to various 
Sharjah Police departments, with 
a view of ensuring efficiency and 
directing the course of work to realise 
the strategic objectives of the Ministry 
of Interior. Al Shamsi examined key 
developments and the state of the 
security, stressing upon the paramount 

importance of removing all customer 
service-related obstacles and improving 
the services.

He also met the department personnel 
and listened to their feedback on how 
to have better police performance. The 
commander urged them to undertake 
their tasks with absolute sincerity and 
diligence. Finally, he spoke of the 
importance of implementing plans and 
adopting constructive suggestions. 
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Al Mazeina reviews plans,outcomes 
of MoI-Strategic Partners workshop

MAjor General Khamis Mattar 
Al Mazeina, Commander-in-Chief 
of Dubai Police, has reviewed the 
outcomes of the Ministry of Interior and 
Strategic Partners workshop and the 
global initiatives to improve the sense 
of security. The review took place in the 
presence of Colonel Sheikh Mohamed 
Abdullah Al Mualla, Director of the 
General Directorate of Comprehensive 

Quality; Lt Colonel Dr Ahmad Zaal, 
Director of the Organising Office 
at Dubai Police; Butti Ahmad bin 
Darweesh Al Falasi, Director of 
Security Media Department at Dubai 
Police; Lieutenant Hamdan Hamad 
bin Omaira Al Shamsi, Director of the 
projects of changing branch at the 
Strategy and Performance Development 
Department at the Ministry of Interior; 

and a number of representatives. 
Al Mazeina reviewed the partners’ 

proposed strategic plan alongside 
indices, goals, and feedback. The 
workshop aimed to introduce the 
partnership mechanism and the 
administrative operations of the Ministry 
and the role of the partners, besides 
encouraging them to present ideas and 
innovative suggestions. 

tHe General Directorate of Strategy 
and Performance Development 
at the Ministry of Interior recently 
organised a specialised workshop 
on the implementation of the 
institutional performance system. The 
workshop was attended by Major 
General Ali Abdullah bin Alwan Al 
Nuaimi, Commander-in-Chief of  
Ras Al Khaimah Police, directors 
general and heads of departments 
at RAK Police.

Al Nuaimi praised the efforts of 

Specialised workshop at RAK Police
the General Directorate of Strategy 
and Performance Development at the 
General Secretariat of the Office of 
HH the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior. He urged the 
heads of departments to provide full 
support and strategy assistance to this 
general directorate in activating and 
developing the electronic performance 
system programme. Strategy teams 
were asked to fulfil all requirements 
as soon as possible, according to the 
approved schedule.

The Institutional Performance 
Section at the general directorate 
briefed the attendees on the steps of 
data entry in the electronic system 
and the work mechanism in line 
with the Balanced Scorecard, a 
strategy performance management 
tool. The section also acquainted 
the attendees with the institutional 
performance system, the Balanced 
Scorecard and the Actuate 
programme, and explained the 
application plan. 

Ajman security zone committee meet
tHe higher leadership committee 
for the Ajman security zone held its 
meeting under the chairmanship of 
Brigadier Sheikh Sultan bin Abdullah 
Al Nuaimi, Director General of Ajman 
Police. Attending the meeting were 
Brigadier Mohammad bin Ulwan Al 
Nuaimi, Director General of Residency 
and Foreigners Affairs; Brigadier 
Abdullah Ahmad Al Hamrani, Deputy 
Director General of Ajman Police; 

Colonel Mohammad Ali Al Suwaidi, 
Director of the Stations Department 
at the General Directorate of Civil 
Defence in Ajman; and a number of 
heads of departments. 

During the meeting, operational 
plans and programmes to fulfil the 
targets of the Ministry of Interior 
strategy were discussed. The meeting 
also discussed the results of the 
performance indices for the security 

zone for 2015; preparation of a 
training programme to measure the 
speed of response during accidents; 
and security measures for maritime 
ports. 

The police chief thanked the members 
of the committee for their efforts and 
urged them to do more, with total 
dedication to uplifting security work and 
protecting the country. He wished them 
luck in executing their duties. 
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Al Muhairi honours Badran, along 
with Security Support  staff members 

Fujairah Police prepare for GCC Traffic Week 

tHe General Directorate of Guards 
and Special Tasks at Abu Dhabi Police 
recently honoured staff members from 
the Security Support Department at the 
General Directorate of Security Support, 
General Secretariat of the Office of HH 
the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior, in recognition of their efforts 
that have contributed to upgrading 
police work.

In the presence of Colonel Dr Fawaz 
Khalil Badran, Director General of 
Security Support, the honourees were 
praised by Brigadier Mubarak Abdullah 
Dhaher Abdullah Al Muhairi, Director 
General of Guards and Special Tasks.

He also commended the vital 
role played by the Security Support 
Department in providing logistical and 
technical support to all branches of police 
operations, in addition to the instrumental 
role of the department’s staff members.

Al Muhairi said, “The honourees have 

tHe sub-committee for traffic week at 
Fujairah Police held a co-ordination 
meeting under the chairmanship 
of Colonel Ali Rashid Al Yamahi, 

been a role model in performing their 
tasks. They have shown perseverance 
and dedication in discharging their 
supervision and follow-up duties, and 
have achieved tremendous success in 
their roles.” He also stressed upon the 
Abu Dhabi Police General Headquarters’ 
keenness to recognise outstanding efforts 
and to honour highly skilled members, in 
order to motivate them further.

Al Muhairi also presented a 
commemorative shield to Badran in the 
presence of Colonel Rashid Suhail Al 

Ali, Deputy Director General of Guards 
and Special Tasks, and Colonel Khaled 
Saeed Al Shamesi, Head of the Security 
Support Department.

The honourees expressed their 
appreciation of the generous gesture, 
which they said would motivate them  
more in contributing to police work. Such 
a gesture, they added, was a great boost 
to staff morale and a testament to the 
police leadership’s initiative to encourage 
personnel, thus strengthening national 
security and stability.  

Chairman of the subcommittee, which 
comes under the emirate’s Traffic and 
Patrols Department. The meeting was 
held to prepare for the 32nd GCC 

Traffic Week, with the motto ‘Your 
Decision Determines Your Fate’. It is 
scheduled to be held from the 13th 
till 17th of March.

Colonel Al Yamahi said that 
participation in this annual occasion fell 
within the strategic plan of the Ministry 
of Interior, aimed at improving security 
and road safety. This would help limit 
the number of casualties and enhance 
co-operation amongst different sectors 
and entities in the pursuit of accident-
free roads, he added. 

Training course on child abuse at UAQ Police
tHe awareness and media and 
research committee, affiliated with the 
Higher Committee for Child Protection 
at the Ministry of Interior, organised 
a training course titled: ‘Discovering 
the abused child’. It took place at the 
social development centre’s theatre in 
Umm Al Quwain in co-operation with 
UAQ Police General Headquarters 

and the UAQ Educational Zone. 
Forty people participated in the 

training, comprising psychological 
specialists, education supervisers, 
and employees of the societal police 
section in the emirate. The course was 
introduced by trainer and consultant 
Hala Ibrahim Al Ablam, Deputy 
Director of The Family Village in 

Dubai, and San’a Abd Al Athim, First 
Instructor at the Ministry of Education. 

Colonel Jassim Khalil Mirza, 
Member of the Higher Committee 
for Child Protection, delivered 
the opening speech, praising the 
ministry’s role in creating several 
committees to offer every kind of help 
to society. 
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A total of 61 players under the age of 18, along with their 

coaching staff, participated in an awareness lecture 

organised by the law Respect culture Bureau, at the 

general Secretariat of the office of HH deputy prime 

Minister and Minister of Interior. The talk was titled “The 

law Respect culture and Sports Ethics” and was part of the 

initiatives to strengthen the partnership and cooperation 

between the police and the community.

The current number of vehicles in Abu dhabi, according 

to the vehicles and drivers licensing department at Abu 

dhabi police. The number can be divided into seven vehicle 

categories in the capital: light vehicles, heavy vehicles, 

heavy buses, light buses, heavy duty machinery, light duty 

machinery, and motorcycles.

The Ministry of Interior’s law Respect culture Bureau at the 

general directorate of the community protection and crime 

prevention is set to launch 257 events for this year. The plan 

will include 131 social-oriented events, such as awareness 

lectures for school students, programmes for juveniles, 

awareness councils and talks for athletes, in addition to 

workshops and competitions. The bureau will also hold  126 

policing and legal events.

The Ministry of Interior deployed 82 automatic defibrillators 

in different locations across the UAE with the aim to deal with 

emergencies and heart failure cases. A number of community 

members were trained to operate the defibrillators that were 

put for use when needed in public places.

61

1,016,740

257

82

12
Twelve new radars were recently activated across four roads 

in Al Ain, according to the Traffic and patrols directorate. part 

of the strategic priority to make the roads safer, the new radars 

will be adjusted according to the legal speed limits set on 

those roads. 

“The [Human Rights Department at the General 
Secretariat of the Office of HH Deputy Prime Minister  
and Minister of Interior] is keen on upgrading police 
work, so as to ensure the best humanitarian practices 
in dealing with community members without 
distinction between the different social segments. The 
UAE also works towards implementing international 
and regional agreements and treaties it has acceded 
to in the field of human rights, in addition to 
participating with a myriad of strategic initiatives that 
have been adopted and implemented.”
- Brigadier Ahmed Mohammed Nekhairah, Head of Human Rights Department, in 
response to the directives of the police leadership  to preserve and protect the 
dignity and human rights of all members of society 

“The wise leadership of the United Arab Emirates has 
placed security and safety at the heart of its strategy, 
towards achieving nation-wide stability and 
prosperity for each and every society segment. In this 
day and age, police forces undertake greater 
responsibilities. The country’s leadership and citizens’ 
expectations of the police force have continued to 
drive police officers’ role beyond ensuring public 
order and crime prevention. Therefore, meeting 
these expectations is a national duty and a non-
negotiable moral obligation.”
- Lt General Saif Abdullah Al Sha’far, Undersecretary at the Ministry of Interior, in 
an address he has delivered at the graduation ceremony of 220 police recruits 
who finished the 68th Basic Training Course 
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More power to working woMen
Administrative development has to facilitate the contribution of 
people who form one half of society; without this, there can be no 
lasting success 

I
n this month, which celebrates Women’s day, let us 

examine the influence of the social order on management. 

Management does not operate in a vacuum; it is a tool for 

achieving the objectives of the community, of which half is 

represented by women.

Affected by traditional thinking, some voices still call for 

depriving women their right to work. We notice that some 

people practise word manipulation, so to speak. In the context 

of administrative development, we come across the famous 

slogan, ‘the right man in the right place’. Implicitly, this slogan 

means that management is a field for men, not women. Some 

people think that allowing women to work is a kind of 

beneficence bestowed on them by 

those who are capable of withstanding 

the harshness of work, i.e. men (the 

stronger gender) doing a favour to 

women (the fairer gender). But the 

slogan really relevant to administrative 

development is ‘the right person in the 

right place’. The word ‘human’ 

encompasses both man and woman; this fact had historically 

been perfectly understood by our society.

Tales and anecdotes narrated by the older generation 

confirm that in the Bedouin community, women were 

respected and appreciated; they used to participate in camel 

and sheep grazing (locally known as bosh), along with 

performing agricultural and harvesting work. Women also 

played an integral role in social duties.

It is the imported culture from neighbouring countries that 

focuses on full separation between men and women in the 

context of socialisation. We have adapted to this concept and 

have insisted on separation between the two genders while 

having meals and participating in happy occasions such as 

weddings. Here, I would like to clarify that I am not an 

advocate of full mixing between men and women in all 

situations. 

We notice that the community allows men and women to 

mix at later stages in life, either through marriage or through 

Women have always 
played a key role  
in the development 
process

Major General Dr Nasser Lakhreibani 
Al Nuaimi, Secretary General of the Office of HH 

the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior 

work. In the first case (marriage), many problems may occur 

between the two parties, due to a lack of familiarity. In most of 

these cases, marital conflicts are attributed to difficulties in 

communication and understanding, especially in the first year 

of marriage. These conflicts may end up in divorce. Regarding 

the second case (work), women find employment and join 

men in the workforce. despite the atmosphere of privacy they 

enjoy at work, many problems arise between the two sides. 

The main idea of this column – and we shall explore the 

subject further in subsequent columns – is to establish that 

women can contribute as much as men to any organisation, 

and the process of administrative development needs to 

facilitate this contribution.

Women’s employment is one of the 

elements that support social 

development; any success in the 

development process could not have 

been attained without women’s 

contribution, be it in urban hubs or 

rural regions. Women have always 

played a key role in the development process, and will 

continue to do so.

The dominant socio-economic perspective in the 

traditional Arab culture still considers man as the main 

producer and the pillar of work. It views a woman as being 

marginal in the workforce, being a consumer more than a 

producer. Whatever the rationale behind this thinking, it 

reflects prejudice and exclusion of the numerous 

achievements of women in the field of comprehensive social 

development. This traditional view belittles the contribution 

of women, whereas it is imperative for society to see the 

working woman at par with the working man, as they form a 

balanced partnership.

Women have had successes in many areas and 

specialisations, revealing exceptional merit and efficiency. 

These achievements are the result of women’s self-

development, raising their educational level, increasing their 

expertise and ability to learn fast. 
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UAE nEws bUllEtin
police news, people, numbers and events

Three people were arrested after a major haul of 790,000 narcotic 
pills. One person caught in the raids was found hiding in his 
neighbour’s water tank in Al Ain. The pills were seized from three 
traders in Al Ain and Ajman. The first accused tried to flee his villa 
when law enforcement authorities got there, and jumped into the tank.

AbU DHAbi

790,000 

Two female burglars who targeted empty homes were 
caught; a raid on their hideout yielded stolen goods and 
cash worth Dh400,000. Police tracked down the duo after 
getting clues to their location from the forensics team. 
Interrogation showed that the women did a recce of chosen 
homes to see if the owners were away – piled-up 
newspapers were a tell-tale sign. 

sHARJAH

Dh400,000

A drone found the body of an Arab at the corniche. 
The Civil Defence marine rescue unit took the body 
out of the sea and rushed him to the hospital, but 
revival attempts failed. Authorities say the high sea 
waves may have drifted the man too far away from 
the shore, making it hard for him to swim back. A 
report of a drowning swimmer was received around 
12.20pm.

AJMAn

12.20PM

A 33-year-old South Asian is standing trial for 
allegedly groping a 12-year-old girl in the bathroom  
of her home where he was doing some maintenance 
work. The mother just went out of the kitchen to get a 
plastic bag while the child stayed on to watch. The 
worker claimed it was a mistake. “He was washing 
his hands and pretended it was by mistake. But he 
did it again. So I told him to stop and stepped back. 
He told me not to tell my mom” the girl said.

12-year-old
DUbAi
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Possibly too sleepy to notice a road work diversion, a 
motorist crashed the car that was taking a family back 
from Ras Al Khaimah to Dubai, via Umm Al Quwain. 
The family had gone for a night drive to the Jebel Jais 
mountain. The accident, which reportedly took place 
near Exit 103, claimed the lives of two people – a 
woman and her brother-in-law – and injured three. 
Police estimated that the driver had hit a road barrier 
because he was sleepy, exhausted or inattentive.

An Asian housemaid aged 
34 years tried to hang 
herself from a ceiling fan in 
her sponsor’s house. But 
the rope snapped and she 
fell to the ground 
screaming, which brought 
people running. Police 
began a probe of the 
suicide motive; initial 
investigations pointed to a 
dispute in her hometown. 
The maid faced a court 
case, as suicide is illegal in 
the UAE. 

Careless driving killed an Arab and caused a four-car 
crash on a highway. Police said that as per initial 
assessment, a wrongful attempt at overtaking triggered 
the accident. The erring driver was the victim’s friend. 
The overtaking attempt caused the first driver to hit 
another vehicle from behind, then lose control and spin 
several times, and then crash into two water tankers, 
injuring their drivers.

34-year-old
FUJAiRAH

RAs Al kHAiMAH

4

Exit 103
UMM Al QUwAin
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seen
EvEry yEar, dozEns of infants arE abandonEd in thE UaE, right aftEr 

birth or aftEr a fEw months. oftEn born of illicit rElationships, thEy 
find statE protEction. bUt a long-tErm solUtion can only comE from 

awarEnEss of thE law and rEspEct for compliancE

By  manika dhama
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Usually the 
women face 
punishment, 
because the men 
simply go into 
hiding

A 
newborn girl in a box on a villa 

doorstep; a one-month-old 

placed before the wheels of 

a parked car; a three-year-old 

boy wandering on the beach waiting for his 

parents to return from the restaurant. These 

are only some of the cases of abandoned 

children that the UAE has witnessed over 

the past few months. 

A post by SoS children’s villages in 

2012 quoted Sultan Al Samahi, federal 

National council rapporteur of health, 

labour and social affairs committee, as 

saying that the number of “abandoned 

children or the children with unknown 

parentage” was pegged at an average 

of 48 cases per year.  In the last few 

years, spokespersons at community 

development Authority have placed the 

number at 10 to 15 annually. 

Al Samahi said in the study that “the 

committee found that the number was 

increasing as more [people] entered the 

country: more single workers could mean 

more illegitimate children”.

Indeed, several of these children are 

born of illicit relationships, which are 

illegal, as is abortion. once a woman 

in a relationship becomes pregnant, if 

her partner refuses to marry her or if he 

disappears at a later stage, when she 

cannot have an abortion even in another 

country, she thinks she has no choice 

but to have the baby and abandon him 

or her later on instead of going back to 

her home country. Revealing her status 

as an unwed mother could mean a 

prison term. Incidentally, even though the 

punishment was one year in jail followed 

by deportation with the babies. 

Besides illicit relationships amongst 

expat workers, the authorities believe that 

teenage pregnancies are another factor. 

Rescue aftermath

The case of abandoned children is 

first investigated by the police and then 

transferred to the public prosecutor of 

the emirate where they were found. 

Babies that are found under these 

circumstances are treated as orphans to 

begin with. At present, the government 

facilities for housing such vulnerable and 

abandoned children are: a place called 

dar Zayed, a network of villas, in Al Ain; 

and a facility run by the Sharjah Social 

Services department for children found 

in the Northern Emirates. A new facility is 

planned in dubai by the Awqaf and Minor 

Affairs foundation.

A federal orphanage that has been in 

the works is expected to open this year. 

coming up in the emirate of Umm Al 

Quwain, it is called the Sheikh Khalifa bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan Social care village, a 

project earlier called ‘Tala’. Work on this 

began in 2012.

Unlike the bleak little places that one 

associates with the word ‘orphanage’, this 

village will be more of a small town, with 

villas, a mosque, sports facilities, a library, 

a nursery, and shops. It was designed 

to accommodate 150-200 children, said 

men are as responsible as the women 

in these cases of out-of-marriage births, 

usually the women bear the brunt of the 

punishment, because the men simply go 

into hiding.

In 2014, Sharjah courts imprisoned 

four women found guilty of abandoning 

their infants born out of wedlock. The 

khaled al kamda, director general of the community development authority (cda) 
and dr huda al suwaidi, director of family development department at cda
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Things to consider in child adoption
Many children all over the world are separated from 

their families and communities for many different reasons; 

natural disasters, poverty and conflict are but some. 

Hence, more and more people are considering adoption, 

with prominent personalities, like Angelina Jolie and Brad 

pitt and Sandra Bullock, setting as an inspiration for all. 

Such a trend, however, is not new, and protection 

systems are put in place to make sure that the children 

would live the good life in a safe and secure environment.

“Since the 1960s, there has been an increase in the 

number of intercountry adoptions. concurrent with this 

trend, there have been growing international efforts to 

ensure that adoptions are carried out in a transparent, 

non-exploitative, legal manner to the benefit of the 

children and families concerned,” according to a statement 

by United Nations children’s Emergency fund (Unicef).

you may not be able to adopt the abandoned babies 

found in the UAE but with intercountry adoption gaining 

traction, you have that chance to help build a bright future 

for children who need loving homes.  Be it in your home 

country or in other territories, there are ways that would 

allow you to adopt a child. But before you take the plunge, 

Sabine Skaf, clinical psychologist and Adoption Services 

counselor at Human Relations Institute and clinics in 

dubai, outlines the things that you have to consider. 

1. It is important to be aware of the environment the 

child was in before the parents met him/her, so that they 

may understand and assist in any potential difficulties that 

the child may have in adjusting.

2. It is strongly recommended that prospective 

adoptive parents consider attending parent preparation 

sessions prior to adopting, to learn about the challenges 

that adoption brings with it, to evaluate their level of 

preparedness and to make sure that adoption is the best 

family planning method for them.

3. It has been shown through studies regarding adopted 

children that the most successful (or least problematic) 

adoptions take place when the child is adopted during the 

first few months after birth. This is not to say that adoptions 

that occur after the first few months are not as successful, 

but they are more challenging for the child in terms of 

attachment. If children are moved during the first months of 

life, the transition is relatively easy. Because infants at this 

stage have not yet begun to associate the mother or other 

primary caretaker with comfort, another adult can usually 

step in with few problems, so long as a routine to fulfil the 

attachment cycle is established. following the placement 

of a newborn in a family, the new parents’ most important 

goals are to keep the baby’s schedule as routine as 

possible, and to build a sense of comfort for the baby.

Moza Al Shoomi, director of the children’s 

department, Ministry of Social Affairs.

The village is meant for abandoned 

children, children whose parents are dead 

or in prison, and children who are unsafe 

at home. These children will live in small 

‘families’, each with an Emirati ‘house 

mother’. However, the plan is to eventually 

let Emirati families foster them. 

This project is a major element of the 

law enacted in 2012 by the president, 

His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan. His Highness’s foundations has 

financed this project.

Foster care process

If the search for biological parents proves 

futile, the authorities allow these babies to 

be embraced by Muslim and Emirati families. 

As ‘adoption’ is not in line with Sharia law, 

Emirati parents are allowed to ‘embrace’, 

becoming guardians of an abandoned child. 

A family willing to embrace a child 

has the right to give a first name while 

the judge gives the father’s, family and 

tribe name. The documents issued to the 

child ensure that there is no mention of 

illegitimate birth. Expatriate parents are 

as yet not allowed to participate in the 

adoption process of abandoned babies 
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found within the UAE. However, a policy 

change in rare cases is being considered 

by the authorities.

The social services departments in the 

emirates are engaged in the care and 

rehabilitation of abandoned children. 

cases of abandoned children are reviewed 

by a committee, including representatives 

of different government departments such 

as the police, judiciary, health, and child 

protection. The committee holds periodic 

meetings to discuss applications seeking 

embracing of the child and is responsible 

for setting up the rules, regulations, and 

conditions that look after the interests of 

abandoned children.

once children are handed over to an 

embracing family, the social services 

staff conduct regular visitations until 

the child is six years old. After that, 

visits are restricted to once a year. The 

child protection department, which 

comes under the purview of the social 

services department, works to ensure 

that the children can live with dignity and 

independence. 

When embraced by families, the 

department follows up on the child’s 

welfare through phone calls, and 

home and school visits. Embracing 

families are also provided support in 

addressing issues of integrating the child 

with the family, with school enrolment, 

as well as document issuance. during 

these visitations, if the authorities notice 

problems in the care of the child, the 

embracing process is cancelled. 

There are several psychological factors 

to be considered during embracing, and 

prospective care-givers must be aware of 

these. 

“It is important to recognise the long-

term challenges that come with embracing 

or fostering, such as the impact of the 

child’s experience of separation from his/

her birth parents, whether he/she actually 

knew them or not, and the permanent 

change in destiny, even if for the better, 

from the life the child would’ve had, and 

helping the child understand and come to 

terms with these issues and his/her feelings 

about them,” says Sabine Skaf, clinical 

psychologist and Adoption Services 

counsellor at Human Relations Institute 

and clinics.

The emirate of dubai, through its 

community development Authority 

(cdA), has been running their ‘Embrace’ 

programme for almost two years now and 

has placed 13 children with families in 

that time. Khaled Al Kamda, cdA director 

general, said, “Abandoned children require 

special attention as well as health care, 

psychological, social, recreational, and 

educational support. Ensuring the rights 

of abandoned children, their civil liberties, 

What the law says
federal law No. 1 of 2012 concerning the custody of children 

of Unknown parentage aims at:

Organising the care of children 

of unknown parentage by 

the state by establishing and 

developing state homes and foster 

families to provide health, psychological, 

social, entertainment and educational  

care for them.

Ensuring the rights and civil 

liberties of the children of 

unknown parentage and 

protecting their private lives 

and their right to personal security 

while preserving their best interests.

Protecting the children of 

unknown parentage from 

abuse, inhumane treatment 

and neglect.

Creating and ensuring the 

living conditions necessary 

for their normal growth and 

their upbringing according to the 

Islamic principles and social values.

sabine skaf, clinical psychologist at 
human relations institutes and clinics 
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Investigations after 
an abandoned 
baby is found 
often lead to the 
parents

protection, and safety are key societal 

responsibilities.” 

Highlighting the reasons of launching 

the programme, Al Kamda said, “We 

believe in the intrinsic role of the family 

unit in the lives of children. With ‘Embrace’, 

we’re working to connect these children 

with surrogate families that are willing 

to provide the care they need. The child 

thus becomes integrated into the family 

unit on a long-term basis, giving them the 

opportunity to lead a decent life.” 

Legal framework 

The president, His Highness Sheikh 

Khalifa bin Zayed  Al Nahyan, issued a 

federal law in 2012, protecting the rights 

of the children of unknown parents. law 

No. 1 of 2012 was aimed at organising the 

care of abandoned children or those of 

unknown parents through the ‘Embrace’ 

programme. 

This law incorporates setting up 

of care homes and laying down the 

responsibilities of families who embrace 

babies. dr Huda Al Suwaidi, director of 

family development department at cdA, 

said, “This initiative emphasises on the 

importance of looking after these children, 

and is rooted in the pillars of Islam and 

our Arab culture, which stresses on social 

solidarity. Abandoned children deserve 

to grow up in an appropriate environment 

where they can be relieved from the 

disruption they have gone through in the 

past.”

Women who are traced after abandoning 

their children have to undergo a jail term 

followed by deportation along with the 

child, if they are expats. Emirati mothers 

who are found to have abandoned their 

child are required to serve a jail term in 

the country. If both parents are found, the 

man and woman face adultery charges that 

carry a one-year prison sentence followed 

by deportation. This is in line with Article 

356 of the UAE penal code, which relates 

to consensual sex amongst unmarried 

partners and states that anyone engaging 

in such a relationship will be given 

minimum one-year jail term.

police investigations after an abandoned 

baby is found often lead to the parents 

– or at least the mother – who then face 

prosecution. In five cases that came to 

light in 2015, police identified the parents 

or the mother through leads. In one case, 

a newborn was left on a chair at a private 

hospital. A ccTv captured the image of a 

person fleeing and the police used that to 

track the individual to his apartment where 

he and his partner confessed to having 

abandoned their baby born out of wedlock. 

In another case, a woman went to the 

hospital after post-surgery complication. 

police suspected that she had undergone 

a delivery recently. A dNA test revealed 

a match with a recently abandoned 

baby. The woman was arrested when 

she confessed to have abandoned her 

newborn in Sharjah.

These cases highlight that increasing 

awareness of the rules as well as 

the ramifications of breaking them is 

important to minimise the suffering 

of children. The legal framework of 

the country especially needs to be 

understood by expatriates moving 

here, so that they can live within 

the parameters of the law and avoid 

committing a criminal offence. The 

social services departments, for their 

part, continue to be engaged in helping 

abandoned children find foster homes 

and become assimilated into society.

The family should be an Emirati Muslim family residing in the UAE. 

The spouses should be at least 25 years old.

Single mothers should be at least 30 years of age.

The hosting family/single mother should be free from infectious diseases or 

psychological and mental disorders that could affect the well-being of the child.

The hosting family/single mother should have the financial capability to look after the child.

family/single mother should uphold a respectable lifestyle.

Both parents should be socially and psychologically ready, be in good health and also 

financially independent.

The parents should undertake to treat the child well, bring them up in a proper 

manner, take care of their health and protect them.

family/single mother should be willing to continue with the follow-up process after the 

caretaking stage.

Source: Community Development Authority, Government of Dubai

Eligibility criteria for ‘embracing‘ a child
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tragic trend born of fear
Dr Theodore Karasik is a Gulf-based 

Political and Social Analyst at Gulf States Analytics
The UAE has ensured care for abandoned babies. We should work 
on preventing this situation from arising in the first place 

A
bandoned babies are a global phenomenon. Whatever 

the reason for the pregnancy, the mother who abandons 

a baby is clearly in trouble. Too often, the babies are 

killed and dumped, or they die after being exposed to the 

elements. This is a social and economic tragedy.

over the past five years, the numbers have been surprising, 

with an average of 10-12 babies – maybe more – found in 

dumpsters, toilets, near mosques, and outside homes. 

The penalty for abandoning a baby, rightfully so, is sharp. 

Mothers who are traced are given a jail term (followed by 

deportation, when the woman is an expat). If the father is also 

traced, the two partners face charges of adultery, which carries a 

sentence of one year in prison followed by 

deportation.

Tracing the mothers is not impossible. In 

some cases, ccTv captures the image of 

the person fleeing the scene. In other 

cases, women are admitted to hospital for 

complications arising from a surgery; police 

suspect an illegal delivery and match the 

woman’s dNA with that of recently 

abandoned babies.

In 2012, the president, His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan, issued a federal law protecting the rights of the children 

of unknown parents. The law aims at organising the foster care of 

abandoned children or those of unknown parents in the country, 

including the setting up of care homes and laying down the 

responsibilities of foster families, such as providing health, 

psychological, social, recreational, and educational care. The 

statute also aims to protect those children from abuse and 

negligence.

Thus, the children of unknown parentage, called laqeet in 

Arabic, get rights under UAE law. In Islam, abandoned children are 

distinct from orphans, or yateem, who are children of known 

parentage but whose father or both parents have died. Yateem 

are often absorbed into extended families, while laqeet can be 

cared for by foster families. Taking in and bringing up an 

abandoned child is considered to be a highly pious act. Thus, 

major considerations are made for these unfortunate newborns, 

whether of Emirati or expat origin.

What is significant about this federal law, from 2012 up until 

now, is that the UAE has been taking positive steps to boost 

humanitarian values. The UAE upholds a social plan that 

supports strong Emirati families, providing a proper and 

balanced environment for such children, in order to make them 

effective members of society. Under appropriate conditions, if 

legal terms are met, the children become Emirati citizens, if 

embraced by an Emirati family through a 

permanent fostering and guardianship 

system.

for babies waiting for families, the 

federal law No. 1 from 2012 provides for 

the establishment of government care 

homes or orphanages. The ‘Tala’ 

programme is one such federal 

orphanage. Now renamed Sheikh Khalifa 

Bin Zayed Al Nahyan Social care village, the facility is coming up 

in Umm Al Quwain. It will create a family-like setting with a 

designated ‘house mother’ in each villa, who will stay with the 

children as they grow up in that villa. Many such children now live 

in dar Zayed, Al Ain. 

The challenge is to find a mechanism to stem the 

abandonment of babies by desperate women who fear legal 

reprisal, if they are known to have given birth out of wedlock. 

While the law prescribes punishment, women who have little 

education and no family in the UAE need access to non-

judgmental advice in their own language, as well as guidance 

that could prevent the situation from arising in the first place. In 

UAE society, where families are cherished, there is a need to 

extend a helping hand.  

Women need access 
to non-judgmental 
advice in their own 
language

Untitled-7.indd   3 4/22/15   8:14 PM
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and 
baby 

makes 
three

NEW pARENTS THESE dAyS ARE dRoWNINg IN INfoRMATIoN 
ANd AdvIcE. IN THIS NoISE, THE BASIcS of RAISINg A BABy 
MIgHT gET loST. lET’S TAKE A looK AT SITUATIoNS THAT 
pARENTS fRoM EvERy cUlTURE fINd THEMSElvES IN, ANd 

SoRT THE MyTHS ANd fAcTS IN SEpARATE TRAyS

By ShiBani Paul
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S
o many thousands of babies 

are born around the world 

every day, you’d expect that 

somebody would’ve got the A-Z 

of parenting down pat by now, and handed 

it to delighted yet confused new parents 

as a handy manual. No such luck. How 

to do good parenting remains as big a 

mystery as ever, and not the least because 

external influences and support systems 

are changing all the time. 

New parents, especially those who’re on 

their own far away from their country, say, 

like the expats in the UAE, have to figure 

it out on the go. often, they’re bombarded 

with advice and look for solutions online. 

Since myths and truths abound, let’s tackle 

a few issues that often present a dilemma 

for first-time parents.

If you hate parenthood, you’re a bad 

person: Not true 

We’re not saying that it’s fine to cast the 

evil eye on your gurgling infant, but it’s 

quite acceptable to sometimes feel tired of 

the tidal wave of responsibilities, and more 

Mothers, in 
particular, are under 
more pressure to 
completely sacrifice 
me-time

so if you and your partner have full-time or 

part-time jobs and no family member to fall 

back on. one of you then probably has to 

negotiate flexible hours at work, or juggle 

babysitters and the local crèche, and worry 

constantly about if it’s all going right. And 

sometimes you hate ending up the whole 

situation. That’s alright; the feeling will 

pass as soon as you see your happy baby. 

Acknowledge that it’s not really parenthood 

that you’re hating here, but the difficulties 

caused by the circumstances. 

In a recent german study, researchers 

from the Max planck Institute for 

demographic Research in Rostock 

analysed the responses of mothers and 

fathers to a national survey, with a sample 

population of 20,000 people. Rating their 

general life satisfaction on a scale of one 

to 10 every year, the responses indicated 

that for the majority of new parents, the 

initial euphoria gave way to a drop in 

self-reported happiness, with an average 

rating of 1.4 on the scale. So, if you feel 

dissatisfied with life as a new parent, it’s 

normal and it’ll get better. 

If you’re a stay-at-home parent, it’s 

wrong to want me-time: Not true 

Until baby came along, you – whether 

you’re the mother or the father – always 

had some time to pursue your interests. 

That’s no longer possible, even if you 

stay at home to take care of the baby. 

(We don’t like the term ‘full-time mum’ or 

‘full-time dad’, because we don’t believe 

that a person becomes a ‘part-time parent’ 

if they have to or want to keep working 

after childbirth.) Whichever parent decides 

to give up work for the sake of child care 

will sooner or later start wanting some 

me-time, time for pure personal enjoyment, 

unrelated to family duties. don’t believe 

anyone who says you shouldn’t ever feel 

that way. 

Mothers, in particular, are under more 

pressure to completely sacrifice me-

time, because it’s almost expected that 

they should be the ones to stay at home. 

fathers, on the contrary, get a lot of credit 

for taking the same decision and no one 

thinks it odd that they should want time 

out. “So many devoted moms think that no 

matter what they do for their children, it’s 

not enough – and our culture plays into 



Security And Safety For All

29999 Security and Safety for allmarch 2016

Security And Safety For All

alama.indd   16 10/21/15   6:45 PM



30 999 Security and Safety for all march 2016

It’s important for 
the child to discover 
their world before 
they discover their 
talent

that insecurity. Moms today believe that 

they should be focused on their babies like 

a laser beam, so when they take a moment 

for themselves, they feel like they’re 

being neglectful,” says Susan douglas, 

phd, co-author of The Mommy Myth: The 

Idealization of Motherhood and How It 

Has Undermined All Women. let’s face 

facts: nurturing yourself is not the same as 

neglecting the baby. If anything, it makes 

you a happier parent, and in turn means a 

happier baby. Therefore, it’s quite okay to 

hire a trustworthy au pair, seek help with 

babysitting, or ask your working spouse to 

take charge of childcare once in a while.

If you expect grandparents to always be 

nannies, that’s irresponsible: True

New parents count on the help of their own 

parents for child care; it’s a given in Asian 

families and is frequently also expected 

in Western cultures. But your own parents 

or your in-laws do have their personal life. 

Even if they live with you or near you, and 

cheerfully help with baby care, don’t expect 

them to gradually become full-time nannies 

for your child. It can be exhausting for older 

people, no matter how much they love 

the grandchild. They’ve already done their 

fair share of parenting: raising you. This 

new baby was your decision, and you’re 

responsible for its care. The grandparents 

have a social life, and even if they aren’t very 

busy as such, they aren’t obliged to always 

be around just so you can lean on them. 

When you do involve the grandparents 

into daily childcare, then you must be 

prepared for the advice they’ll freely give 

– and their opinion may vastly differ from 

yours. grandparents may have different 

ideas about how to respond to a baby’s 

distress signals, how to discipline an infant 

growing into toddlerhood, and so on. Not 

necessarily backward ideas, but different 

ideas. They were instinctive parents, with 

few books and no online resources to 

help them. Today’s parents have different 

challenges, says Becky Sarah, author of 

grandmothering: Real life in Real families 

and a professional in the field of women, 

children and families. If there’s friction 

over correct baby care between you and 

the grandparents – and we don’t mean 

in-laws only – then try to react calmly, listen 

to what they’re saying instead of being 

dismissive or upset, and find the middle 

ground. Above all, show appreciation for 

the help they offer you. grandparenting 

shouldn’t be a thankless task. 

If you can’t make your infant eat 

everything, you’re a failure: Not true 

children can be fussy eaters, and the 

blame is usually laid at the mother’s door. 

Media messages in some countries tend 

to reinforce this notion, e.g. an Indian 

television commercial in which a woman 

says that she wouldn’t be able to look 

fellow mothers in the eye if her son wasn’t 

fed such and such product that would 

make him stronger. Sure, your baby needs 

the right nutrition, but if you make the 

mistake of turning meal times into a war 

zone during infancy, then that will become 

the norm for years to come.

familySecurity And Safety For All
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once your baby is past the breastmilk-

only stage, introduce them to various kinds 

of food, and leave them to it. No need to 

bribe them into eating with television time, 

or go wild trying to stuff every morsel into 

their mouth. Keep meal times regular, give 

the baby their own plate, and encourage 

independent eating. The government of 

canada website has a few tips on ensuring 

infant (0-24 months) nutrition once your 

baby is ready for solids: “Start with foods 

that contain iron and offer them a few 

times each day. Iron supports your baby’s 

growth and development. Iron-rich foods 

include meats such as beef, lamb, game, 

poultry, and fish. Meat alternatives include 

eggs, tofu, and legumes such as beans and 

lentils. Iron-fortified infant cereal is also a 

common first food.

“gradually increase the number of times 

a day that you offer solid foods. offer your 

baby a range of nutritious foods from your 

family meals. let them discover different 

textures and experiment with feeding 

themselves. give your baby foods they 

can eat using their hands. offer pieces of 

soft-cooked vegetables, soft fruit such as 

banana, grated cheese, bread crusts and 

toast. Eat together as a family as often 

as you can. Be a role model; try new and 

nutritious foods yourself.”

If your child has eaten happily for a while 

and then stops, that’s because they’re not 

hungry anymore. don’t attempt to force-

feed them. over time, the child will need 

to learn not to waste food; you can teach 

them by giving them small portions and 

serving a second helping only after the 

first one is all eaten. When a child takes 

responsibility for their own eating, and 

is introduced to a variety of foods, the 

nutrition falls in place. 

If your child doesn’t display a talent from 

a young age, that’s okay: True

Right from baby beauty contests to toddler 

dance classes, little children are pushed 

into showing signs of some sort of ‘talent’ 

as soon as they learn to roll over. In some 

cultures, parents are in competition to 

groom their infants to become ‘achievers’ 

and any parent who opts out is treated 

with pity. This is, not to put too fine a point 

on it, rubbish. Babies are curious about 

things, and they love visual and auditory 

stimuli, especially from a trusted adult – 

television is no substitute for a human – 

but they don’t have to start showing any 

definite inclination for drawing, dancing, 

reading, or elocution. As with feeding, 

it’s your job as a parent to introduce a 

very young child to interesting games, 

textures, and objects, keeping them both 

physically and mentally active, firing up 

their creativity. 

Read out to them with a clear diction 

from the time they’re newborn, and they’ll 

soon learn to love books and develop 

language skills. In bilingual families, 

children sometimes talk at a later stage 

compared to other toddlers. Nothing to 

worry about. “There’s often a slight lag 

in the development of both languages 

in a bilingual household. over time, 

though, bilingual children can catch up 

with their peers and have the benefit of 

communicating in two languages with 

proficiency,” says patti Hamaguchi, author 

of childhood Speech, language, and 

listening problems: What Every parent 

Should Know.

As for that much-awaited show of 

talent, it’s much more important for the 

child to discover their world before they 

discover their talent. How will you know 

if your toddler has the makings of a 

keen naturalist unless they spend some 

time with nature? The last thing that an 

infant needs is to be pushed into the 

rut of talent display, which is essentially 

an adult aspiration being vicariously 

experienced through the child. It’s an 

imposition on the child.

There’s no one single path to parenting, 

so don’t look for it. As long as the baby 

is happy and active, and you can strike a 

balance between giving them discipline 

and freedom, and you’re always there to 

listen to them, you’re doing fine. 
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brand pirates keep flooding the world with everything 
counterfeit – from watches to medicines. while the 

UaE government is setting up fences to block violators, 
consumers would do well to stop and think how these 

goods can harm their health and wealth

By manika dhama
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Fallout 
of fakes

M
ore than 2.6 million pairs of 

sunglasses; some 3.5 million 

smartphones; and close to a 

million pieces of accessories. 

And that was the haul in just a few hours. The 

dh195 million worth of counterfeit goods, 

seized from dubai warehouses in September 

2015 by inspectors of the department of 

Economic development, did set a sort of 

record – few raids yield such spectacular 

results – but then, the figures aren’t such a 

surprise in a country that’s the biggest trade 

hub of the Middle East and, therefore, a 

prime target for commerce pirates.

In November 2015, Abu dhabi police 

seized 30,000 items of fake designer items, 

worth dh6m, stashed in apartments with 

hidden passageways and secret doors. 

Three traders, all with legitimate jobs 

in nearby shops, would bring potential 

customers to the apartments if the latter 

hinted at an interest in designer fakes.

like the illegal trade in wildlife, the 

counterfeit goods trade is fuelled by the 

willingness of customers to buy these 

items, even when they know full well 

that the business is basically that of 

cheating. What they don’t know is the 

global scope of the crime, the tragedies 

caused by these criminal rackets, and the 

direct consequences for the consumers 

themselves.

first, the figures. According to the UN 

office on drugs and crime, “The value of 

counterfeiting is estimated by the oEcd to 

be in the region of $250 billion (dh917.5bn) 

per year, while the World customs 

organisation has identified counterfeit 

products destined for 140 countries.” The 

UAE has been a member of oEcd, or the 

organisation for Economic co-operation 

and development, since July 2014.

The counterfeiting Intelligence Bureau, 

a specialised division of the International 

chamber of commerce, the world business 

organisation, puts a bigger number to 

the trade in fakes, saying, “counterfeiting 

accounts for between 5 and 7 per cent of 

world trade, worth an estimated $600 billion 

a year.”
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A counterfeit phone 
can explode in 
a person’s hand, 
fake automobile 
parts can cause an 
accident

Harm done

This is the industry shored up by consumer 

interest in owning a bag with a certain 

logo or a phone of a certain model. Since 

it’s now possible for anyone to look up 

the actual cost of the authentic goods, it’s 

safe to assume that most consumers know 

they’re buying fakes when the prices are 

so much lower. It must be said, however, 

that some fakes are such near-accurate 

copies that a less informed customer could 

easily be fooled.

It’s not hard to see why imitation isn’t 

considered a nice form of flattery by 

international brands – they lose revenue if 

fakes eat into their market share, as simple 

as that.

But why is it so bad for customers to get 

a little cheap thrill in exchange for one-third 

or one-fourth of the cost they’d pay for an 

original? Well, as 999 reported earlier – 

and that remains valid still – the people 

behind counterfeit goods are also often 

involved in far darker organised crimes, 

such as narcotics and human trafficking, or 

even terrorism. If that’s not enough to sway 

consumers determined to buy fakes, they 

should know that a counterfeit phone can 

explode in their hand, fake automobile parts 

can cause an accident, and a fake bag can 

fall apart within days, harming both their 

health and wealth. 

Encouraging the counterfeit industry by 

remaining a buyer could mean that a bottle 

When customs inspectors detect counterfeit goods at check points, the immediate 

action taken is of destroying or recycling the seized goods, followed by a fine to 

the importer. In addition to the fine, the importer’s name is listed in the ‘high risk’ 

category, so the customs officials can keep track of their future shipments as well. 

The procedures followed during the seizures are in line with customs checking 

process, UAE laws as well as common customs law of gcc states. With respect 

to counterfeit goods circulating in the local market, the department of Economic 

development and the police take appropriate action.

In March 2014, the federal National council passed a draft of the Anti-commercial 

fraud law. This law lays down fines of up to dh250,000 for those caught dealing 

in counterfeit goods. The penalty rises to dh1 million for those dealing in fake 

pharmaceuticals or food items. Those convicted can also face a two-year jail term. 

The new legislation would allow the authorities to close stores selling fake goods 

and to cancel the trade licence of repeat offenders. 

Procedures and laws

public safety 

58%

13%

Drop in smuggling of counterfeit 
goods from 2014 to 2015, 
according to Dubai Customs 
Intellectual Property Rights 
Department

Drop in cases of 
intellectual property 
rights violations from 
2014 to 2015, in Dubai

of fake medicine or a tin of fake baby food 

could end up in your household, with dire 

consequences. fake milk formula killed 50 

babies in china years ago; infants in any 

country could meet the same tragic fate. 

Raids carried out within the UAE may 

be the result of a tip-off from a brand itself; 

popular brands that are imitated frequently 

do get to know of such things. The seizing 

of dh147m worth of fake printer cartridges 

and other components in Ajman, in August 

2015, had followed one such tip-off from the 

company whose goods were copied.

Shipment detection also occurs either 
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Industrial design 
protection and 
enforcement are 
possible in the UAE 
through judicial 
courts

through regular inspections or on the basis 

of a complaint by trademarked brands. With 

dubai and Abu dhabi being the regional 

headquarters for many multi-nationals, 

as well as transhipment hubs, counterfeit 

goods data reflect the movement of 

containers travelling between the East and 

the West. The fake goods range from luxury 

items such as handbags, watches, phones, 

and perfumes to pharmaceutical products, 

baby food and auto parts. The reduced cost 

of manufacturing technology has enabled 

counterfeiters to churn out imitations that 

look almost original to the inexperienced 

eye. The bad news for consumers is that 

the counterfeiters focus on the appearance 

of the item, bypassing crucial safety 

measures. The high cost of an original 

item is in part because of the research and 

development, and obtaining government 

licences designed for consumer protection. 

Manufacturers that skip this process are 

putting lives in danger.

UAE law

giving more power to brands, the UAE 

government announced last month that it 

would set up dedicated courts to deal with 

disputes over intellectual property rights, i.e. 

a trademark or a patent, and small claims. 

Judge Jasem Saif Buasaibah, Head of the 

Judicial Inspection department, Ministry of 

Justice, said that his department would give 

the judges special training for this purpose. 

“Specialist judges recognise case patterns 

and legal issues, which reduces delays and 

facilitates the speedy resolution of cases,” 

he said. “This saves time and allows court 

resources to be used more efficiently. With 

increased judicial competence in effectively 

and efficiently resolving IpR cases, 

confidence in UAE’s IpR litigation will also 

increase.”

The country was ranked 22nd globally 

in intellectual rights protection by the 

global competitiveness Report 2015-2016, 

issued by the World Economic forum. 

government authorities as well as the 

private sector are working to push the 

country upwards in the ranking.

Under the umbrella of the World 

Intellectual property organization and TRIpS 

Agreement, the UAE as a signatory has 

The commercial compliance & consumer protection Sector, dubai department 

of Economic development, keeps a watch on rapid changes in the supply situation 

in the market. It tracks wholesalers and suppliers to be able to trace the origin of 

counterfeit products. field inspectors maintain vigil round-the-clock and some of 

raids have been carried out in the early hours of the day or late at night to catch 

counterfeiters by surprise. 

The dEd has expanded partnership with the private sector, including trademark 

owners and lawyers, to create a safe environment for intellectual property rights 

in the region. The cccp has also signed agreements with international brands for 

sharing of information related to counterfeit goods sources, to be able to maintain 

co-operation across borders and track the country of origin. The Intellectual property 

protection division at cccp also organises training programmes for employees in 

co-ordination with international brands to improve skills in counterfeit detection. In 

terms of field inspections and raids, the division gets support from other government 

agencies like the police. 

Watchful eye

ahmad saleh, regional head of patents 
and designs at al tamimi & co.

munir suboh, intellectual property partner at  
al tamimi & co.

ronaldo mouchawar, ceo and co-founder at 
souq.com

mohammad ali rashed lootah, executive 
director of cccp at ded
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comprehensive 

local laws for protecting intellectual property 

rights. commenting on the special IpR 

courts to be set up, Munir Suboh, Intellectual 

property partner at Al Tamini & co, said, 

“Article 42, 43, 44 of Trademark law of 1992, 

amended in 2002, as well as the copyright 

law carry provisions for brand owners to 

pursue legal action against counterfeit good 

sellers, traders. These are nationwide laws 

and not applied differently from emirate 

to emirate, making them more effective in 

tackling such crimes.”

Experts stress on the importance of 

protecting the novel product designs in 

addition to protecting the brands. “Industrial 

design protection and enforcement are 

possible in the UAE through the judicial 

courts,” said Ahmad Saleh, Regional 

Head of patents and designs (R&d 

and Innovations) at Al Tamimi & co. 

“This can be lengthy and expensive, 

so we recommend that the 

Ministry of Economy implement 

an administrative process for 

enforcement of industrial designs, 

as in the case of trademarks. The 

enforcement administrative process 

has legal coverage under the patent 

and designs law, and it’s just a question 

of implementation.”

Fight unfolds 

In November 2015, the dubai department 

of Economic development (dEd) launched 

the Intellectual property protection Advisory 

Board to join forces with businesses. 

“The board will be a valuable support in 

creating awareness in the market on the 

latest trends and techniques adopted by 

trademark violators,” said Mohammad Ali 

Rashed lootah, Executive director of the 

commercial compliance and consumer 

protection Sector, dEd. “It will, in effect, be 

the voice of trademark owners to raise their 

concerns before the appropriate authorities. 

At the same time, the board will promote 

sharing of knowledge and best practices in 

Ip protection.”

To weed out the menace of fakes, 

e-commerce websites themselves are taking 

firm steps, as the problem of counterfeit 

goods sold online could seriously damage an 

e-retail business’s reputation. 

Souq.com, one of the largest such 

websites in the Arab region, operates both 

as a retail site and as a marketplace for 

third-party sellers. Ronaldo Mouchawar, cEo 

public safety 

At the end of 2012, it came to the 

attention of the legal team of the 

french designer christian louboutin 

that fake versions of his distinctive 

Red Sole shoes were being sold in 

dubai, specifically at the Al Karama 

market. The team conducted an 

extensive market investigation, at the 

end of which more than 40 counterfeit 

vendors were identified. 

An official complaint was filed 

with the department of Economic 

development, giving details of the 

christian louboutin trademarks 

registered in the UAE. Along with the 

complaint, the dEd was provided 

with samples of counterfeit products 

obtained from the market, samples 

of authentic products and all details 

of targets offering counterfeit goods 

for sale (as obtained through the 

market investigation). The complaint 

with the dEd remains open and 

the enforcement team of the legal 

counsels, Al Tamimi & co., continues 

to work very closely with the dEd to 

protect the brand, which remains an 

ongoing process. 

In addition to the complaint filed 

with the dEd, christian louboutin’s 

trademarks were also recorded 

with the customs authorities 

to identify and pursue the 

importation of counterfeit 

goods. 

Case study: Christian Louboutin 
fights counterfeit trade 

Source: Al Tamimi & Co.
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number of pieces confiscated (22 million) and 

10 million cosmetics pieces.

In addition to brick-and-mortar stores 

and warehouses, the online space, too, is 

impacted by counterfeit goods. In January 

this year, the commercial compliance 

and consumer protection Sector, dEd, 

highlighted the closure of 1,009 Instagram 

accounts selling counterfeit goods. Together, 

these accounts had a total of 31.2 million 

followers. Another growing trend has been 

the sale of fake goods through facebook, 

with sellers offering doorstep delivery and 

channelling money through ‘cash only’ 

payments. These offerings are seen to rise 

around festivals such as Ramadan.

A lack of awareness about the 

ramifications of buying fake goods keeps 

customers coming back to counterfeiters. In 

some retail formats, e.g. where the copies 

are mixed up with the genuine stuff and 

they’re hard to tell apart, customers may not 

suspect that they’re buying fakes. But often 

they themselves go looking for fakes, hoping 

to get a fashionable item at a low price. 

Many cities in the world have well-known 

counterfeit goods markets, where consumers 

flock for a good deal – or what they see as a 

good deal – on a product they wouldn’t be 

able to purchase from the original brand.

public-private partnerships are the key 

to solving this issue. last November, a 

memorandum of understanding was signed 

between the dEd and the international 

fashion house louis vuitton Malletier. Such 

steps bolster rights protection as well as 
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The combined 
efforts of the gov’t 
and brands have 
helped improve 
awareness amongst 
consumers 

believe that the product sold to a customer 

by a marketplace seller was not genuine. 

overall, we co-operate with both law 

enforcement authorities and brand owners 

or their representatives, if we receive a 

legitimate claim.”

checks to ascertain the genuineness of 

a product include due diligence by verifying 

a seller’s invoice from brands or authorised 

distributors for the products they intend to 

sell; further investigation if the website finds 

products listed at costs lower than that of 

genuine products; laboratory analyses to 

confirm authenticity of products; sending out 

newsletters to sellers on best practices; and 

penalising sellers of counterfeit goods.

What’s selling? 

In terms of the categories of goods seized 

in dubai last year, eyewear topped the list 

by value of about dh171 million, followed by 

accessories worth dh139 million and fake 

phones worth dh132 million. computer 

accessories were the largest in terms of the 

and co-founder at Souq.com, said on the 

pirated goods issue, “like any other large 

e-commerce players in the world, our site 

is also not immune to counterfeit-related 

problems. We work closely with various 

brand owners and also with the department 

of Economic development, dubai, to ensure 

that consumer rights are upheld. We take 

down product listings as soon as we’re able 

to verify claims raised by brand owners 

disputing the authenticity of certain listings.”

Stating that customer trust was vital 

for e-commerce success, Mouchawar 

added, “We compensate customers for 

their purchase value if we have reason to 

139
Dh

mn
Accessories

132
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mn
Phones

pieces

mn
pieces
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vigilance against counterfeiting in both 

physical and online markets.

The combined efforts of the government 

and brands have helped improve awareness 

amongst consumers and merchandisers 

over the years. Regular meetings, registering 

of trademarks, joint campaigns are all 

targeted at the various stakeholders, thus 

guaranteeing the rights of each segment, 

from manufacturing to end use. 

Closing gaps

The ‘Smart government’ vision of the UAE 

has led enforcement agencies to maintain 

vigilance in the online space as well, thus 

curbing trademark infringements across all 

channels of delivery. However, gaps remain 

and there are ways to improve performance. 

“Significant developments need to 

continue on all fronts, including legislation, 

law enforcement, judiciary, and pro-active 

co-operation from brand owners,” said 

Munir Suboh. “With the borders being the 

first line of defence against counterfeit 

goods, there should be a unified on-ground 

functioning for customs, which at the 

moment is different for each emirate, though 

policies are centralised through the federal 

customs. This poses major challenges.”

Also, the penalties faced by 

trademark violators are minimal fines (for 

instance, the Trademark law hands out 

imprisonment for up to one year with 

minimum fine of dh5,000) compared to 

the legal and market intelligence costs 

incurred by brand owners. In terms of 

categorisation, infringement is treated 

as a misdemeanour. Experts feel that 

punishment should be made more 

stringent by recognising the crime as a 

felony, with higher fines for it to become a 

real deterrent.

Indeed, a draft law was passed by the 

federal National council in March 2014 that 

would make the punishments considerably 

more painful, when enacted. called the 

Anti-commercial fraud law, it could, in 

certain cases of counterfeiting such as 

pharmaceutical and food products, impose 

a fine of up to dh1m along with a two-year 

prison term.

To weed out the menace of fakes, 

e-commerce websites themselves are 

taking some firm steps. Souq.com, the 

largest such website in the Arab region, 

operates both as a retail site and as 

a marketplace for third-party sellers. 

Ronaldo Mouchawar, cEo & co-founder 

of Souq.com, said on the pirated goods 

issue, “like any other large e-commerce 

players in the world, our site is also not 

immune to counterfeit-related problems… 

We work closely with various brand 

owners and also with the department 

of Economic development, dubai, to 

ensure that consumer rights are upheld. 

We take down product listings as soon 

as we’re able to verify claims raised by 

brand owners disputing the authenticity 

of certain listings.”

Stating that customer trust was vital 

for e-commerce success, Mouchawar 

added, “We compensate customers for 

their purchase value if we have reason to 

believe that the product sold to a customer 

by a marketplace seller was not genuine. 

overall, we co-operate with both law 

enforcement authorities and brand owners 

or their representatives, if we receive a 

legitimate claim.”

checks to ascertain the genuineness 

of a product include due diligence by 

verifying a seller’s invoice from brands or 

authorised distributors for the products 

they intend to sell; further investigation if 

the website finds products listed at costs 

lower than that of genuine products; 

laboratory analyses to confirm authenticity 

of products; sending out newsletters to 

sellers on best practices; and penalising 

sellers of counterfeit goods.

To weed out the 
menace of fakes, 
e-commerce websites 
are taking firm steps
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Let’s forsake aLL that’s fake
Tim Maycock is Director of Maycock Training 

Ltd, an international consultancy firm
Settling for counterfeit goods can be injurious to the buyer 
in every way. More than anything else, it compromises one’s 
personal integrity

I
n recent years, counterfeit goods have emerged as a 

massive challenge for manufacturers, resellers, and 

consumers across the world. These goods can expose all 

of these segments to safety and quality risks, while imposing 

a substantial cost on society at large.

Unfortunately, it’s human nature to ‘chase a bargain,’ to try 

and get something of high quality at a knockdown price; all 

too often, the reality is that the ‘bargains’ are not quite what 

they seem to be.

The counterfeiting market is immense, a multi-billion dollar 

enterprise. It happens everywhere (although some sources 

are particularly notorious and active).

The UAE takes this nefarious practice very seriously, 

indeed, and takes a severe line with 

those who are caught. Recently, 

thousands of counterfeit computer hard 

drives were seized in dubai, the 

perpetrators fined heavily and the 

goods confiscated. 

This success came about thanks to 

intelligent partnership between dubai’s department of 

Economic development and the computer hardware 

specialists Western digital. considering this co-operation, we 

begin to realise that counterfeiting is not only contravening 

our laws, not only biting into the profits of the genuine 

suppliers, but also adversely affecting the global economy. 

Each of us suffers as long as this dishonest trade is allowed 

to continue. 

Many may ask, “Why nefarious practice?”, “Why 

dishonest?”, “Is this not just free enterprise?” Well, that would 

perhaps be a very liberal view, and one probably espoused 

only by those engaged in this dirty business.

The fact is that generally, fake goods are nowhere near as 

well-made, as durable, as reliable as the genuine items. 

consequently, when that shiny Rolex wristwatch you 

bought for dh500 at the souk last week can’t tell the time 

Our tendency to save a 
few dirhams can have 
disastrous effects

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

any more, why are you surprised? Now you’re dh500 less 

wealthy, and you still don’t know what time it is. 

But seriously, while we can stand to lose some money, we 

shouldn’t put ourselves at risk for a little bargain. Take the 

counterfeit electronic goods, so easily available at such 

tempting prices. Imagine you buy a games console for your 

children, proudly take it home, and leave them to enjoy it. 

The next thing you hear is a scream. you rush to your 

children and one of them has been badly burnt by an 

exploding electrical capacitor, or an overloaded circuit.

Then, imagine you’re driving your car and that last week 

you had the brakes overhauled. you put your foot on the 

brake pedal… and it goes all the way to the floor! Turns out 

that the new brake lines were fake parts 

and that means you land up in hospital. 

our tendency to save a few dirhams, 

of getting quality for very little cash, 

can have disastrous effects. It’s much 

better to forsake all that’s fake. That 

could become a new saying, but 

meanwhile there’s an existing saying that goes: “Beware of 

pale imitations.”

given that we live in an age when tangible objects can be 

created with a 3d printer, it may be a little difficult to 

distinguish ‘the real deal’ from the falsehood, but hey, 

shouldn’t we at least try?

It’s not only a matter of safety, of saving money in the long 

run, of a threat to the economy. More than all of these things, 

it’s a matter of personal integrity.

deliberately buying fakes is almost like knowingly handling 

stolen goods. If you accept goods that you know or believe 

or at least suspect to be counterfeit, you’re clearly 

compromising your integrity, and that’s just plain wrong.

genuine goods cost a bit more, but at least we’ll be secure 

in the knowledge that we can expect high quality… and have 

a clear conscience.
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armoUrEd vEhiclEs can tacklE a variEty of tErrains  
and go into thE hEart of a conflict or disastEr to savE livEs. 

thE UaE UsEs thEm ExtEnsivEly in sEcUrity work, and also  
Exports thEm across thE rEgion and bEyond. hErE’s a look at 

this sUpEr-toUgh brEEd of aUtomobilEs

By  maha iSmail 

45999 Security and Safety for allmarch 2016

T
he significance and usage of armoured cars are increasing in security 

work throughout the UAE, as a part of enhanced services by the Ministry of 

Interior (MoI) and the police general headquarters across emirates in order to 

maintain the country’s high level of safety.

These armoured cars are utilised by the military, the MoI, the police general 

headquarters, diplomatic missions, government agencies, some dignitaries, security 

companies, money transfer companies, and some private organisations.

There are semi-government and private factories in the UAE for manufacturing the 

armoured cars or for armour-plating vehicles, either for use inside the country or to be 

exported to other regional and international buyers.

for the MoI and the police, the chief uses of the cars are in general law enforcement, 

safeguarding sensitive locations, guarding vIps, pursuing criminals, and curbing riots 

that may erupt in, say, a factory complex or a sports arena.
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his highness sheikh saud bin saqr al Qasimi, federal supreme council member and 
ruler of ras al khaimah, inaugurates the car factory of international armored group. 

Costs

The average price of an armoured 4×4 

(four-wheel drive) vehicle in the UAE is 

dh500,000. The cost of armour-plating a 

private car is dh130,000-250,000. Armour-

plating increases the car weight by about 

1,000kg, from adding huge amounts of 

iron, ceramics, and special materials to the 

vehicle interiors or its external frame, plus 

the replacement of the normal tyres with 

special ones of a bigger size. 

good armour-plating makes the vehicle 

resistant to all kinds of weapons, even 

low-intensity explosions, though no 

vehicle can be made completely bomb-

proof. 

Versatility 

Nimr Automotive, a subsidiary of the 

UAE’s Tawazun Holding, announced 

in 2015 that it intended to launch its 

latest military armoured 4×4 vehicle, 

which would be specialised in troop 

transportation for internal security 

purposes. The company revealed that its 

new vehicle would have a turbo diesel 

engine chilled by water.

This vehicle is considered to be the 

fastest anti-riot troop carrier, and is 

designed to accommodate eight persons. 

Its armour is covered by fire-resistant 

paint, and the cabin is protected by a 

pressure system. Thus, it can be used on 

different terrains and in different types of 

situations.

The versatile, multi-purpose vehicles 

produced by Nimr have a wide spectrum 

of applications ranging from tactical 

missions in harsh, arid environments to 

modern urban warfare, deep infiltration, 

reconnaissance, border surveillance, 

support logistics, riot fighting and 

personnel transportation. Nimr vehicles 

can be deployed in different scenarios, 

including as an armament carrier, logistics 

vehicle, ambulance, or a mobile command 

and control centre.

Business climate

Speaking about the UAE manufacturing its 

own armoured vehicles, dr Anton Stefov, 

director and cEo of International Armored 

group (IAg), which owns a factory in 

Ras Al Khaimah, told 999 that it was a 

“strategic decision”.

He said, “The business environment in 

the UAE in general, and RAK in particular, 

is favourable and based on stimulating 

foreign investment. We also have good 

access to skilled labour. The most 

important aspect is the strategic  

location, which allows [us to] spread in 

various markets, such as Middle East and 

Africa.”

Stefov praised the help received by 

IAg from the Ras Al Khaimah free Trade 

Zone as “very beneficial and effective in 

establishing our business and facilities 

here”. The authorities provided the 

company with land, utilities and labour 

accommodation. “Moreover, its strict 

policy regarding armoured car export 

documents ensures that our products will 

end up only in the right hands,” he said. 

“Thus, we as a manufacturing company 

and our end user clients, too, enjoy 

protection.”

The cEo added, “His Highness Sheikh 

Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi, federal Supreme 

council Member and Ruler of Ras Al 

Khaimah, highly admired the international 

business type that we have brought here. 

during the inauguration of our facility in 

RAK, [HH Sheikh Saud] shared with us his 

prudence and insight, and gave us some 

ideas to expand our business.”
a new versatile armoured vehicle

security tech
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Armoured vehicles are 
not just a routine security 
measure, but are rather a 

means for saving lives 

– Anton Stefov

Bigger role

“Taking into consideration all the violence 

and terrorist attacks throughout the world,” 

said Stefov, “the role played by armoured 

vehicles has become bigger than before – 

they’re not just a routine security measure, 

but are rather a means for saving lives 

and providing protection. The armoured 

cars that we produce are sent to various 

conflict spots, and are also used in 

riot control, personnel transportation, 

safeguarding dignitaries, and carrying out 

military tactical operations.”

The trademarked Smartarmor 

technology from IAg, used in all its 

products, had “an impressive track 

record in attack blocking”, said the 

company chief. IAg, he said, was “the first 

manufacturer of armoured vehicles all 

over the world, and it’s also approved for 

producing ballistic glass as a subsidiary 

[operation] that’s completely owned 

by us, and includes the Transparent 

Armor Systems”. Issuing the certificate 

of a transparent armour from within the 

company’s own operations has allowed 

IAg to limit the time needed to get the 

ballistic glass to six to eight weeks, said 

Stefov. That would not be the case “if we 

use ballistic glass produced by another 

company for third parties”.

Great place

“I get a sense of complete security in the 

UAE,” said Stefov. “It’s a great place, not 

only for conducting business, but also for 

building a family and bringing up kids. 

I admire this cultural diversity and the 

opportunities offered by the country to 

people from different nationalities.”

He said, “In our business, we 

contact the MoI and the police general 

headquarters on a daily basis for 

approvals required to export armoured 

cars from the UAE. Here, I want to 

underscore the good attitude of the 

MoI and police staff – they’re hard 

workers, educated, and helpful. All police 

departments are efficiently managed, and 

they’re highly reliable, free of corruption. 

Their most important trait is the ability to 

immediately take decisions.”

Stefov concluded by advising buyers, 

“They must learn about armoured vehicles 

before taking a purchase decision. They 

must also research the manufacturing 

company, if possible, and review 

authorisation documents, certificates, 

and references regarding this company. 

finally, they must not use the price of 

the armoured car as their only criterion, 

as they will buy it basically to safeguard 

their lives. So, they must also look into the 

technical and design criteria.” 

police vehicles used in security missions

armoured vehicles in action  
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interview

TEch kEEPs ThE 
counTry Ticking

Using the most advanced technology is at the core of secUrity work 
in the Uae. lt colonel yaser mohamed al wahabi, director of the 

electronic infrastrUctUre department, ministry of interior, tells 
999 aboUt the cUrrent focUs areas and the developments 

to come soon
By BaSSel Souraya
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U
nder the directives of  

lt general His Highness 

Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan, deputy prime Minister 

and Minister of Interior, the Ministry of 

Interior, the Abu dhabi police general 

Headquarters, and all the general 

commands of police forces across the 

nation have steadily continued developing 

their technical and electronic capabilities. 

This has enabled them to strengthen the 

safety of every citizen, resident, and visitor, 

in tune with global progress in the field of 

security technology.

lt colonel yaser Mohamed Al Wahabi, 

director of the Electronic Infrastructure 

department at the general Administration 

of Electronic Services and communications, 

Ministry of Interior, talks about the most 

significant modern equipment currently used 

in security work in the UAE, and those that 

will be used in the future, as well as about the 

knowledge and the ability of the police staff 

who use these equipment.

How do the Ministry of Interior, the Abu 

Dhabi Police General Headquarters, and 

the general commands of police forces 

in the country use modern technical and 

electronic equipment?

The equipment are used at the police 

centres for training the staff and upgrading 

standards for following up, monitoring, and 

fighting crimes.

The modern equipment is also used 

for the security applications necessary 

to make our country one of the best in 

the world in terms of safety, as well as for 

developing the electronic infrastructure, 

software and applications that enhance 

public services, keep police data secure 

and help in combating cybercrime.

How do the knowledge and ability of the 

police staff complement the equipment?

The knowledge and ability of the staff 

working at the Ministry of Interior and at Abu 

dhabi police and other police forces are 

upgraded through training courses, making 

them proficient in the latest programming 

and handling of smart systems. They 

attend various conferences and seminars 

held within or outside the country, led by 

specialists in academics. The staff also 

visit exhibitions to learn about the latest 

developments that would fit the work 

environment at the Ministry of Interior and 

the police departments. In addition to all 

these, they also undergo some field training.

What are the most significant technical 

and electronic equipment now in use?

Amongst the technologies most 

important to security work right now are the 

following: 

a. The information and communications 

technologies that are represented by the 

The operations room

The knowledge 
and ability of the 
staff are upgraded 
through training

Lt Colonel Yaser Mohamed Al Wahabi 



Security And Safety For All

50 999 Security and Safety for all march 2016

interview

Clients carrying out their traffic transactions through Sahel, the self-service machine  

A traveller using the electronic gate 

latest developments in networking lines 

provided by an Internet service provider 

to accommodate the increase in the 

number of websites, in addition to the 

programmes and smart applications that 

are continually developed.

b. The various advanced systems and 

applications used at the Ministry of Interior 

in service of the public. These systems and 

applications include, but are not limited 

to, the consolidated database systems, 

e.g. the Nationality and Residency system, 

the criminal Security System, the federal 

Traffic System and the Human Resources 

System, amongst others.

c. The technical systems and solutions 

used in the field of traffic safety and traffic 

control, in addition to modern equipment 

used for seizing offenders.

d. The equipment used at the Emirates 

gate and the ‘electronic gate’ at the 

airports and land and sea entry points in 

the UAE, which have biometric devices 

(iris and face recognition) to ensure 
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for getting high-speed 

Internet and networking 

lines, thus contributing 

to speedy completion of 

transactions.

a.

Wider use of social media 

and complementing that 

with other smart systems.

e.

completion of all 
government transactions 
and procedures through 
the use of smartphones and 
such devices without the 
need to visit government 
departments.

b.

f.
greater reliance on smart 

systems, and wider use of 

big data and the ‘Internet of 

Things’.

c.
The use of various 

applications on a large 
scale to cover all parts of 
the country for simplifying 
procedures and improving 
the services provided to 
customers.

d.

continued use of 

modern devices for seizing 

offenders and fighting 

cybercrimes.

g.
 Networking and 

co-ordination between 

the federal and local 

authorities in an innovative 

manner.

h.
Wider use of techniques 

and applications for 

machine-to-machine 

communications.

Serving the public at police stations

access to accurate and complete data of 

visitors and residents.

e. Modern systems and equipment 

used at crime scenes such as white-

lighting devices and laser scanner 

devices.

f. High-quality digital cameras 

chest-mounted close to the personal 

identification card provided to the police 

staff working on the field.

g. drones used for monitoring and 

documenting everything that happens on 

the ground and for transferring this feed 

to the control and command room.

h. Smart applications for the issuance 

of entry and residence permits and 

visas to citizens and residents, payment 

of violation tickets, permissions, and 

issuance and renewal of biometric 

passports.

I. Instant electronic (online) system for 

providing services related to issuance, 

renewal, and cancellation of residence 

permits for individuals and corporate 

firms.

j. Safety and security systems for the 

general command of civil defence and 

the civil defence departments in all the 

Emirates.

k. caller information centre systems 

and geographic information system.

What are the equipment expected to be used for the UAE’s security in the future?

We seek to introduce the most modern equipment and technologies in these areas: 
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Long cLiMb to  
a unique suMMit

Maysa Rashed is a prominent UAE writer 
interested in local affairs and a former member of 

the Federal National Council (FNC)

The government infused 
fresh young blood that 
expressed the spirit of 
the UAE

E
veryone knows about the steps that the UAE took 

10-odd years ago on the path to developing the 

concept of government management at the federal 

level; and those steps have now turned into reality. They’ve 

brought about a qualitative revolution in ministerial 

performance, a revolution that accommodates the nature of 

UAE society and is based on its requirements, aspirations, 

and vision. 

The real start was made when the late Sheikh Zayed bin 

Sultan Al Nahyan appointed the first female minister, 

Sheikha lubna bint Khalid Al Qasimi. The appointment was 

meant to crown the country’s untiring 

efforts to support, educate, and 

professionally train women for various 

careers, so that they could shoulder 

greater responsibilities such as 

representing the country abroad and 

presenting the needs of the people 

before the UAE leadership. 

Women coming into the cabinet wasn’t the only change 

that created excellence in the UAE; there are many 

countries that have appointed female ministers before we 

did. However, these countries didn’t care about the 

majority of their people, especially if they were from the 

youth segment, and they didn’t care about the principles 

behind any ministerial formation. 

But these factors have distinguished the UAE 

government, especially in the ministerial amendments 

made in the past few years. The government infused 

fresh young blood that expressed the spirit of the UAE 

and represented a major segment of society. The young 

men and women were compelled to make a success of 

the assignments given to them.

In the second week of february, the UAE surprised the 

world with ministerial changes that made it absolutely 

unique – before this, we hadn’t heard of a Minister of 

Tolerance or a Minister of Happiness. We hadn’t heard of a 

22-year-old minister, yet the UAE has now got one. The 

average age of the ministers in this cabinet doesn’t exceed 

38 years. 

To tell the truth, those who know the UAE realise that it 

focused on the issues of tolerance, happiness, and youth 

affairs long before this cabinet reshuffle. These issues have 

been the centre of attention for the UAE not just within this 

country where 200 nationalities co-exist, but also at the 

level of its foreign relations. 

The interests of the youth were catered to by initiatives 

that included Arabs and Westerners, as thousands of young 

men and women came to the UAE to 

study and work; this country has 

become one of the top favourites for 

young expatriates. 

The UAE has also paid extra 

attention to tolerance and promoted 

it at all levels. While this was a 

well-known element of foreign policy, 

nonetheless there’s now a minister for it. Here’s a minister 

– and the new appointee is Sheikha lubna, former 

Minister of International co-operation and development 

– who’ll stand before anything that tries to wage war on 

tolerance.

The country has taken a pledge to make its people the 

happiest in the world, and statistics show that the 

leadership’s vision and the level of national security has, 

indeed, made people here the most joyous. Instead of 

leaving it there, the UAE has now appointed a minister to 

follow up on this and take it further. ohood Al Roumi is the 

new Minister of State for Happiness, and she also serves as 

director general of the prime Minister’s office.

We wish the government best of luck in its endeavour. 

The ministerial titles may appear to be uncomplicated; but 

the tasks are huge. That won’t daunt the men and women 

who have been chosen to help an old man or take the hand 

a small child. 

Untitled-30   5 2/23/15   5:15 PM

By creating Ministries of Tolerance and Happiness, the UAE 
has again surprised the world and underlined its position as a 
nation with an incredible vision
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the nostaLgia of Long journeys 
Ali Obaid is a veteran Emirati commentator 

and writer on local issues; he currently heads the 
News Centre at Dubai Media Incorporated

New engineering marvels promise to cut our travel time down to minutes. 
Yet, the very things that consume our hours also enrich our experiences

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

I 
wasn’t thrilled while reading the news about the 

unveiling of the imaginative design for the fastest 

airplane, named “Antipode” by its designer, who said that 

it would change the rules of air travel; nor was I happy 

reading about the revolutionary mode of land travel that 

would transport passengers and commodities at a speed 

that appears to be a fantasy, through the technology of 

low-pressure pipes called “Hyper lube”. But I wasn’t so sad 

about all this. In fact, I looked at the other aspect of the 

topic, which is the idea of travelling. Is it an enjoyable 

experience? or is it a piece of torment, as mentioned in the 

famous sayings? 

putting aside details of futuristic aeroplane engineering 

and the physics of extreme velocity, 

let’s go through the results of these 

breakthroughs. I refer to the ability of 

the new plane to cover a distance of 

20,000 km in less than one hour. This 

means going from london to New york 

in 11 minutes. I also refer to the ability of 

the low-pressure tubes to take a 

shortcut, allowing us to go from Abu 

dhabi to dubai in less than 10 minutes! 

perhaps this may seem to be a breakthrough to 

politicians who spend their lives shuttling between 

countries. Businessmen who consider time as a new figure 

to be added to their balance sheet will be very pleased with 

it. We expect them to be the people happiest with these 

inventions, which will ease their business and double their 

revenue. But what about us normal people who find the 

travelling procedures, hanging out at airports and railway 

stations as a value added to the travelling experience, 

harvesting the five advantages mentioned in the famous 

Arabic poetry line: “Travel, because travelling has five 

What enjoyment 
can we find in 
summarising 
travelling time as 
countable minutes

advantages…” This line urged us to travel at a time when 

travelling was a piece of torment, because there were no 

cars, trains or aeroplanes. 

I wonder how happy have these inventions made us? And 

what enjoyment can we find in summarising travelling time 

as countable minutes, after getting used to long journey 

hours and the activity-filled atmosphere of train stations and 

airports; the booking of hotels and apartments; checking in; 

the moment of opening the luggage; returning home at the 

end of the journey, which we felt ended quickly, though we 

had imagined it would be longer? How are we supposed to 

talk to our friends and acquaintances about our suffering in 

the hands of airlines, the trip delays, the cost of excess 

baggage, the good and bad people at 

passport control and customs?

Will these stories be relegated to 

the past when the flying time between 

countries has shrunk to minutes? Then 

we wouldn’t need much clothes, large 

bags or maybe even hotel and 

apartment reservations – we’d be able 

to go to paris after sunrise, and come 

back by the end of the day to sleep at home, then wake up 

the next day to get dressed and again go back to mingling 

with parisians, having breakfast on champs Elysees, waiting 

for galeries lafayette to open, so that we could finish the 

shopping that we started yesterday.

I’m not excited about this quick travelling idea, at least for 

now; but who knows, we often refuse to accept the new, but 

then accept it afterwards, so that we aren’t accused of 

clinging to the past. 

We hold on to the past as we get older, even if the past 

was a piece of torment, as Arabs used to say about 

travelling.  
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S
ecurity is a big deal in the UAE, 

as every citizen, expat, and 

tourist knows. This country 

strives to be one of the safest in 

the world, and that message is reiterated 

day and night by the authorities, especially 

the Ministry of Interior (MoI), through both 

education and enforcement. 

Individuals who sleep in peace every 

night and wake up to a trouble-free 

morning may not give much thought 

to exactly what makes their world tick. 

However, there’s a very elaborately 

constructed universe of security behind 

these uneventful days, when most of us 

abu dhabi spotlightSecurity And Safety For All

The biennial inTernaTional exhibiTion for naTional SecuriTy and 
reSilience reTurnS To abu dhabi ThiS monTh, leTTing viSiTorS STep inTo 

The faScinaTing world of eliTe firefighTing, canine SquadS, police SporTS 
carS, droneS and So much more

inTo ThE

By SiBani Paul

univErsE  oF

sEcuriTy
face nothing more serious than a dent 

in the car or a lost wallet. This universe 

reveals itself to the UAE once every two 

years – this is 2016, and so Abu dhabi 

is again hosting the biennial event, the 

International Exhibition for National 

Security and Resilience (ISNR), now in its 

seventh edition. 

over the years, the event, organised 

by the UAE Ministry of Interior and Reed 

Exhibitions, has grown to become the 

gulf’s “foremost platform dedicated to 

homeland security, safety and national 

resilience”. The venue is the Abu dhabi 

National Exhibition centre; the event runs 

from March 15 to 17, and is open to general 

visitors from 10am-6pm. 

Homeland security is a necessity, and 

also a fast-growing industry. According 

to a report released in mid-2015 by 

the consultancy firm frost & Sullivan, 

the Middle East homeland security 

market was likely to grow three times 

the global average, fuelled by major 

infrastructure projects. Homeland security 

includes border security for land, sea 

and air; critical infrastructure protection; 

transportation security; and cyber security. 

All of these together are a mega-industry 

– the prediction is for a compound annual 



Security And Safety For All

59999 Security and Safety for allMarch 2016

Security And Safety For All

developments and equipment. But ISNR 

is much more than a dry business meet. 

There’s fascinating stuff for lay visitors, 

who get to see fire drills and sniffer dog 

squads in action, aspects of civil defence 

and peacekeeping that one only reads 

about usually. The exhibition gives a 

boost to the MoI’s efforts to spread a 

security culture in the UAE, making people 

aware of the nitty-gritty of what goes into 

keeping them safe round the clock. 

WHAT TO SEE

Innovation podium

The podium showcases the latest 

innovative products, solutions, and 

services – there’ll be three days of free 

seminars, case studies, and presentations.

Future of policing pavilion 

This pavilion presents all the cutting-

edge police technology and seriously 

attention-grabbing police vehicles such as 

lean motorbikes and modified sports cars. 

you’ll see the ‘connected police officer’ 

system, the latest drone technologies, and 

facial recognition.

K9 demonstration area

visitors meet the furry friends who are 

an indispensable part of any modern 

security force. See the latest dog training 

and handling in action, live and in full 

effect. The world’s leading security and 

emergency dog handlers demonstrate 

their skills, tips, and techniques.

UAE World Firefighter Challenge

Elite firefighters take part in this 

challenge, held within the event 

The numbers

7th

500

200

18,000
40

The edition of ISNR 
in 2016

Exhibiting 
companies

Countries from where 
the exhibitors come

Estimated local and regional visitors

Government 
buyers and 
delegation 
members

Source: ISNR

firefighting Middle East 2016. The first 

international contest of its kind in the 

Middle East and North Africa, it pits the 

world’s leading firefighters against the 

local champions. There are six tests of 

endurance and power, from stair climbing 

to victim rescue.

Fire simulation area 

At firefighting Middle East, watch 

some of the region’s leading firefighters 

demonstrate their skills and the latest 

firefighting techniques. In the unique 

Touring Abu Dhabi 
The capital of the UAE is the centre 

of political and industrial activities, and 

a major cultural and commercial hub. 

Tourist hotspots include Abu dhabi 

Heritage village and the beautiful Al 

Jahili fort. Modern landmarks include 

Emirates palace, UAE pavilion and 

Sheikh Zayed Bridge. World-class 

entertainment is offered at yas Island, 

home to the world’s largest indoor 

theme park, ferrari World, and the 

world’s fastest rollercoaster. 

growth rate of 18.7 per cent, hitting  

$34 billion (dh124.78bn) by 2020.

Amongst the large-scale projects that 

would contribute to this growth are the 

Expo 2020 in dubai; the 2022 fIfA World 

cup in Qatar; and the Midfield Terminal 

complex in Abu dhabi. “Regional mega-

events alone are driving infrastructure 

investment of up to $700bn between 

now and 2020 – residential and 

commercial construction, transportation 

infrastructure, and public utilities – and 

those investments must be protected with 

advanced security systems and solutions,” 

said Major general Ahmed Nasser Al Raisi, 

deputy chairman of ISNR’s organising 

committee, after the report was released.

At ISNR, exhibitors can access high-

profile government buyers from across 

the region; build and reinforce client 

relationships; showcase latest products, 

services and solutions; network with 

industry experts and potential partners.

The kind of companies that exhibit 

at ISNR cover a very wide spectrum. 

They’re in the space of counter-

sabotage, interception equipment, 

long-range communications, unmanned 

aerial vehicles (drones), supply chain 

and maritime security, aviation security, 

biometrics and smart cards, criminal 

investigation technology, speciality 

vehicles, small arms/ammunition, food 

and agro-terror mitigation, alarm systems, 

cyber-terrorism, relief logistics, disaster 

prevention and management, and more.

The primary purpose of the event is to 

bring together everyone – innovators, 

manufacturers, buyers, experts – in the 

security space to showcase the latest 
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We invite you to visit…
Stand No. 4206 – That’s 
the stall of 999 Magazine

New events of ISNR

• Infosecurity Middle East (InfosecME)

• Emergency Response and Disaster 

Prevention (Emdi)

Co-located events of ISNR

• Firefighting Middle East (ffME)

• Occupational Safety and Health Middle 

East (oSHME) 

abu dhabi spotlight

outdoor fire simulation area, firefighters 

show the viewers how they tackle 

different blazes.

Emergency, disaster and rescue outdoor 

display area

The outdoor display area at the 

Emergency Response and disaster 

prevention event gives visitors a glimpse 

of the world’s newest and most innovative 

emergency, disaster, and rescue 

technologies. Exhibits include fire engines, 

coastguard vessels, ladders, and lifts.

The venue

The Abu dhabi National Exhibition 

centre (Adnec) is a 15-minute drive from 

Abu dhabi city and the international 

airport. The state-of-the-art venue has 

a custom-built exhibition centre fully 

equipped with modern facilities of 

international standards. Address: Khaleej 

Al Arabi Street, Abu Dhabi (http://

www.adnec.ae/visiting-us/getting-here/

travelling-by-car)

This link has a map and detailed 

directions to Adnec from various emirates.
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The software that pilots Google’s self-driving cars has 
been recognised as a ‘legal driver’ by the National 

Highway Traffic Safety Administration, United States, 
paving the way for these cars to be adopted widely. 
The other companies engaged in building self-driving 
cars are consumer tech giant Apple; automobile mak-

ers Mercedes-Benz, Audi, Nissan and Tesla;
 and auto parts manufacturer Bosch. 

A business intelligence report estimates that  
10 million self-driving cars will be on the road by 2020.

62 999 Security and Safety for all

world news in graphics

march 2016

Artificial 
intelligence gets 

legal driver status

1. The car is unfailingly law-
abiding, and it minimises 
human errors like speeding, 
distraction, wrong overtaking 
and drink driving.
2. The car can be used by 
the handicapped or the 
visually impaired, or even be 
shared by them, giving them 
greater mobility. 

1. There is a concern that the 
laser ranging system used in the 
car to image the world around 
it may be tricked by mischief-
makers using a laser pointer.  
2. The car finds it difficult to 
deal with aggressive human 
drivers who refuse to give way 
as they should according to 
road rules or change lanes 
carelessly. 

Human behaviour that causes road 
accident deaths

• Driving under the influence of alcohol

• Riding motorcycles without helmets

• Neglecting seat belts and child restraints

• Using mobile phones when driving 

Road accident risks from human drivers
Source: World Health Organization

WORLD NEWS IN GRAPHICS

deaths every year worldwide 
from road accidents

15-29 
years old

Age group for which road traffic 
injuries are the leading cause of death

In this new section, 999 brings you news highlights, 
presented in a visually enriched format. In this issue, we  

explore what it means for a computer to get the same recog-
nition as a human driver.

loss in gross domestic 
product in some 
countries because of 
road accidents5%

1.25M

kmph

Equal to a speed of 18mph, the speed 
limit that lowers the risk of pedestrian 
deaths in residential and school areas
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How the Google car works
• The car processes both map and sensor information to determine where it is in 
the world. The car knows what street it is on and which lane it is in.
• Sensors help detect objects all around the car. The software classifies objects 
based on their size, shape and movement pattern. for example, it detects a 
cyclist and a pedestrian. Then it predicts that the cyclist will ride by and the 
pedestrian will cross the street.
• The software then chooses a safe speed and trajectory for the car. The car 
nudges away from the cyclist, then slows down to yield to the pedestrian.

Source: “Future of self-driving cars” , Business Insider intelligence report

Fact sheet

fewer deaths expected in the UK 
between 2014 and 2030 because 

of self-driving cars

Approximate number of self-
driving cars expected on the 

road by the year 2020

Top speed of the google car, 
making it useful and safe for 

congested city streets

Miles of distance covered 
during google car test drives 
in Mountain view (california), 
Austin (Texas) and Kirkland 

(Washington) 

25mph

1million

2,500

10million
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what if innocence  
Led huManity?

Dr Samar Al-Shamsi is an internationally respected artist who is renowned for her 
commissioned portraits of high profile individuals, including the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan, UAE President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, US President Barack 
Obama and others.

Children are keen observers of their surroundings and have a natural 
wisdom, something the world needs  

I 
woke up one day with a question on my mind: what 

if children were to rule the world? Hypotheses and 

expectations started to pass through my mind, as 

I sought an answer to this question. Would we have 

abandoned violence? Would our homelands be more 

stable with peace and safety? Would every child have 

enjoyed his or her life without violence, harassment or 

abuse of their innocence? 

I started imagining how institutions and ministries 

would be when chaired by children, sitting behind their 

small desks and running things as small professors, 

instilling innocence in the place. I imagined them 

taking their breaks in a room especially equipped 

for relaxation, with toys and games, where they can 

perform their childhood rituals unhindered by any 

position or responsibility. 

A child can be very decisive if someone tries to harm 

a woman who could be the child’s mother or sister, or 

to abuse the innocence of children. A child wouldn’t 

practise absolute control over decision-making, as 

adults do, often taking decisions to meet their personal 

ends. I think that arms factories around the world would 

close and we wouldn’t see any more disputes, wars, 

destruction, or instability.  

If children were to rule the world, we would have 

heard the songs of joy and the calls for peace, 

innocence, security, brotherhood and instinctive 

idealism. The truth wouldn’t have been lost in the 

lobbies of public buildings. Transparency would have 

prevailed in all dealings; deception, hypocrisy and 

greed would have been defeated in front of their 

innocence. 

one day, I asked a child, “Tell me very honestly, 

without flattering your parents, what if you were in 

the shoes of your father or mother?” The answer 

came very realistic and innocent! “If I was in my dad’s 

shoes, I wouldn’t be able to provide all the things he 

is providing, and if I was in my mom’s shoes, I wouldn’t 

be able to distribute her love and care evenly to us, 

We would have heard the 
songs of joy and the calls for 
peace

as she does, fulfilling everyone’s wishes, not to mention her 

responsibility towards the whole family, though we have never 

asked her about HER wishes and needs.” 

Though very innocent, the answer proved that a child 

has a keen eye for what goes on around him/her and an 

understanding of the reality of family life and the role and 

responsibility of each member, with the ability to express such 

an understanding very lucidly. 

So, if children do have such a keen eye and understanding 

of the simple family life around them, the question that poses 

itself is: what if children were to rule the world?        

column

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior
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R
omance may appear to be a 

glorious thing at the age of 17, but 

not for nothing do elders advise 

caution, for a romance gone 

wrong can have devastating consequences 

for a young girl, as one victim found out.

As she began growing out of girlhood, 

17-year-old pretty Shayla became 

acquainted with Amer, 22, who had a habit 

of eyeing and chatting up teenage girls by 

A teenAger is tAlked into running AwAy with her penniless lover.  
then, insteAd of hAppiness, whAt she finds is terrible suffering

hanging out near their schools. She quickly 

began to believe that she was in love; he 

made a promise to always be with her.

during the first few months of their 

romance, Amer tried to convince Shayla 

that she should marry him, build a home 

with him, and bear his children – he made 

it sound like a delightful life made rosy  

by love and protected by the sanctity  

of marriage. 

Shayla was not averse to the idea, but 

every time she asked Amer to visit her 

family to formally propose marriage, he 

became evasive. His excuses were that 

he had no property to his name and not 

enough of an income.

Why such an unprepared young man 

would want to marry a teenager was the 

question, but Amer kept insisting that he 

could never leave Shayla. He swore that 

By wagih haSSan 

roMancE
ill-FaTED
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she was his soul; such flowery statements 

usually soothed her, even though in her 

heart, she was troubled by doubts. She 

was sure that her parents would never let 

her marry as a minor, and that they’d never 

give their only daughter to a young  

man who had neither social status nor 

financial stability.

Still, they were together. Shayla couldn’t 

stop thinking about Amer, and he made 

use of this knowledge to completely own 

her feelings. Exploiting her weakness, 

he began to plant in her mind the idea 

of running away with him to his house, to 

marry him with the support of his parents. 

presenting a fait accompli to her parents 

was the only solution, he told the girl.

Without wasting any time, Amer chalked 

out a detailed plan for how Shayla could 

elope. She began to ponder what might 

happen if she indeed carried out the plan. 

particularly worrying was the idea that her 

sick mother might get a severe shock if 

she discovered that her only daughter had 

fled the house and got married without the 

consent of her parents.

However, Amer kept reassuring Shayla 

and convinced her that her parents would 

get over the shock in the course of time. 

Whenever he saw fear or hesitation in her 

eyes, he immediately reminded her of his 

great love, overcoming any resistance. 

She gave in to the pressure eventually and 

agreed to elope. It was a path that would 

take her to immense suffering.

The next day, Shayla told her parents 

that she was going out to buy fruits 

and sweets for her friends, who were 

coming for a visit. Then she met Amer, 

and accompanied him to his house. His 

mother, who was at home, asked him who 

this girl was, about her family, her father’s 

job, etc.

When the mother heard what Amer had 

to say, she was stunned. He said things 

like, “Mom, I’ve loved her since a long 

time”, “She fled her house and came here 

with me”, and “I will marry her here”. Instead 

of giving her blessings to this love story, 

the mother went mad with rage.

Shayla was immediately driven away 

from Amer’s house. Though he tried to 

For a while, she 
wandered around 
the streets, 
frightened and 
depressed

defend her, saying that he loved her, her 

mother paid no attention to all that. She 

threatened to tell his father, cut off his 

allowance, and even kick him out of the 

house if he married this girl or continued 

meeting her.

It was a tough dilemma: Amer loved 

Shayla and didn’t want to let her down, 

but at the same time, he feared his mother 

and believed that she could well carry out 

those threats.

He asked himself, “can I fail the girl 

that I love, whom my mother drove away 

a few minutes ago, while she stands in 

the street, and doesn’t even know how 

to go home?” But eventually, his selfish 

side overrode his better nature, and Amer 

stayed home, leaving poor Shayla to face 

her destiny.

for a while, she wandered around 

the streets, frightened, and depressed. 

She didn’t know what to do, fearing the 

punishment that she’d undoubtedly receive 

from her parents if she went home. 

At this juncture, she encountered a 

new human beast. This man was Khaled, 

32. When he saw a young girl wandering 

around aimlessly with tears in her eyes, 

he approached her and offered a 

handkerchief to wipe her tears. He sat 

with her in a park and asked her about her 

story, and she told him in detail, as she was 

then desperate for any help.

Because she was inconceivably naïve, 

Shayla didn’t realise that when she told 

Khaled her story, she gave him a great 

opportunity to make her his prey. What can 

be a better opportunity than a miserable 

teenage girl telling an older predatory male 

that she was scared to go home?

As expected in this situation, Khaled 

immediately offered Shayla a shelter for 

the night in his suburban flat. Moreover, 

he promised to get her a job with a good 

salary if she didn’t want to return home and 

preferred to stay with him. Shayla neatly fell 

into this trap.

They got to the flat, and in the first few 

hours, Khaled appeared so decent and 

gracious, bringing food for Shayla, being 

very kind to her. Then he showed her the 

bedroom and asked to go to sleep after 

this long and tiring day; he himself would 

sleep in a friend’s house, he said.

As soon as Shayla entered the room and 

closed the door behind her, she found out 

that Khaled wasn’t what she had thought. 

He forced the door open, began hitting 

Shayla, and then raped her.

The victim was paralysed with horror 

and surprise. She couldn’t even shout, as 

she felt she had become mute. Even after 

she had shaken off the first shock, Shayla 

couldn’t push Khaled back as he was much 

stronger than her.

once he was done committing the crime, 

he threw her out of the flat, with the threat 

that he’d kill her if she said anything to 

anybody.

Shayla was in a horrific state – she 

was exhausted, devastated, humiliated, 

violated, in great physical pain, and heavily 

bleeding. She headed for the main road, 

but collapsed after taking a few steps. 

passers-by took her to the hospital, where 

doctors called the police, suspecting that 

this was a criminal matter.

She gave her statement to the police 

from the hospital bed, crying all throughout. 

A cId patrol immediately moved to 

arrest both Amer and Khaled, getting the 

addresses from the victim.

Khaled confessed that he had trapped 

Shayla and violated her, as confirmed by 

forensics. Amer confessed to seducing a 

minor girl and instigating her to run away 

with him with the intention of marrying her 

without the consent of her family.

The girl’s parents were summoned to the 

police station to take their daughter; they 

had filed a missing person report after she 

left home.

Both Khaled and Amer were produced 

in court, and sentenced to prison for their 

respective crimes. 
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I
t was a tragedy caused by so many 

things that could have been avoided 

– first, excessive patriarchal control 

that disregarded a young woman’s 

preference and happiness; second, a 

teacher’s inability to maintain appropriate 

distance from his student; and third, a wife’s 

indulgence in an affair that she clearly knew 

would lead to trouble. 

Haifa’a, 25, and her lover Baseer, 33, 

plotted to kill her husband Meelad, 45, so 

that their love could continue unhindered 

and they could marry after the mandatory 

waiting period. They had loved each other 

since she was a teenager in school and 

he was one of the best teachers in that 

school. However, her father completely 

rejected the teacher’s formal proposal 

and, instead, forced her to marry a 

barely literate truck driver 20 years her 

senior. The father completely ignored 

his daughter’s plea that she wanted an 

educated man as her husband.

Haifa’a and Baseer had met when 

she was a student; according to their 

statements, he was instantly attracted to her 

and she felt the same way. one day, after 

she had gone to his house to attend his 

sister’s wedding, it was decided between 

them that Baseer would approach her father 

with a proposal. This he did, but his request 

was rejected outright. When Haifa’a asked 

why, the father replied that he had found the 

teacher “a pretentious and arrogant person”. 

What’s more, to keep them separate, the 

father pulled her out of school and got her 

married to Meelad, who had come to the 

father with a proposal soon after her first 

suitor was rejected. 

Asked later why she had been so set 

on Baseer at such a young age, Haifa’a 

told investigators that she was pleased to 

lEsson in 
hEarTbrEak

A teAcher And his student fAll in love, Are sepArAted by her fAther, 
but then reunite And join hAnds in committing A murder

find a man interested in her, as she had no 

opportunity to meet anyone else because 

her father was extremely strict, especially 

after her mother’s death. 

She described her marriage to Meelad as 

seven years of distress, even though they 

had two children, Taghreed and fareed. Her 

father had slapped her and hit her, when 

she refused to marry this truck driver. “Either 

you marry Meelad, or you’ll die,” he told 

her, according to her statement. She did as 

ordered, but without an ounce of happiness. 

“The wedding felt more like a funeral,” she 

said, “as I was in total desolation over my 

youth being buried with this husband that I 

didn’t love.”

following this forced marriage, the two 

ex-lovers came face to face again one 

day while walking down the street. 

They exchanged numbers, and met 

again. Thus, their passion was reignited, 

though both knew that an affair was 

unwise.

Meelad’s job often took him out of town 

for two or three days, making it possible for 

the lovers to meet in that house. However, 

Haifa’a grew uneasy when her husband 

began to suspect something. one time, her 

daughter had seen her with Baseer and 

informed Meelad. She covered it up saying 

that the child was seeing things, but this only 

increased the suspicion in her husband’s 

mind. He got angry and threatened to kill 

anyone who dared to have an affair with his 

wife, no matter what the consequences. The 

alarmed woman told her lover to be careful.

They decided that Meelad would have to 

go before he became truly violent. His death 

would also make it possible for Haifa’a and 

Baseer to marry. The plan was to commit the 

murder when the husband returned from his 

next work trip.

Haifa’a said, “Meelad was abroad for work. 

When he called me to say that he’d return 

on friday morning, I arranged with Baseer 

that he’d stay hidden under the bed when 

Meelad came back. I would bring him a glass 

of juice laced with sedative. As soon as it 

took effect and Meelad fell asleep, Baseer 

and I would suffocate him with a pillow.”

The truck driver came home and his life 

was snuffed out exactly as planned by his 

wife and her former teacher. The children 

had been given a sedative, too, so there 

were no witnesses.

After the murder, they needed to dispose 

of the body. Haifa’a and Baseer put the work 

clothes back on Meelad’s corpse, put the 

body in a bag and threw it under the stairs 

– this was to make it look like the victim had 

been killed by strangers and his body was 

thrown there.

But being inexperienced killers, their 

story crumbled quickly when investigators 

arrived the next day. The alarm was raised 

by Meelad’s father, who came to visit the 

next morning and was told by his daughter-

in-law that his son had gone out for some 

work. Meelad’s father rang his son, found 

the cell phone switched off, and after some 

time called the police to file a missing 

person report.

By the time the cId team arrived, the 

corpse had started rotting and a smell was 

spreading from where it was stashed. In the 

face of questioning by the police, Haifa’a 

By wagih haSSan

Their passion was 
reignited, though 
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didn’t last long – she lost her nerves and 

told them everything. 

Baseer, when interrogated, admitted to 

his role in the murder. Asked why he had 

participated in this crime, he replied, “The 

father of my beloved student is the one 

to be blamed for that, as he unjustifiably 

rejected my proposal for her.” He said that 

he forgot his position as a teacher when 

he first met her, and couldn’t accept her 

father’s rejection despite his good career 

and financial stability. “So I decided to seize 

any available opportunity to get my beloved 

girl despite her father… and I did,” he said. 

The teacher said that he had brought the 

sedative put in the juice and that he and his 

lover together had suffocated the husband. 

“I am awfully regretful. I’ve lost my youth 

forever,” said the dejected co-accused.

The court sentenced both of them to life. 

Hearing the judgement, Haifa’a collapsed. 

She wailed, “please deliver the death 

sentence to all who caused my distress. The 

first of them is my father, who forced me to 

desert my education and get married to an 

ignorant guy to block the way of my lover, 

Baseer, who approached him and proposed 

for me more than 10 times.” She sobbed 

when telling the court how badly her father 

had beaten her when she said that she 

wanted an educated husband who knew 

about the world and loved science. Her 

father’s stony attitude towards her feelings 

made Haifa’a hold her grudge and decide to 

take revenge, if possible.

Baseer was distraught when he heard the 

judgement. “May you be forgiven,” he said 

addressing the court, “as you do not know 

the language of infatuated hearts and the 

code of passionate souls, you and the father 

of my student alike.”

The two of them looked at each other, 

their lives destroyed, only grief and 

heartbreak in front of them.

Meelad’s father felt that justice had been 

delivered. His family rejected the offer of 

blood money, and so the two convicts were 

resigned to spending long years in prison.  
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Never miNd what world leaders are plaNNiNg for oNe half of the 
global populatioN. the power to chaNge your owN life rests first aNd 
foremost with you. a simple meNtal gear shift caN be more empoweriNg 

thaN a huNdred pages of policy documeNts
By SiBani Paul

MakE EvEry Day 
woMEn’s Day 
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O
n the eighth day of March every 

year, speakers and columnists 

across the world talk about the 

‘how’ and ‘why’ of the empowerment of 

women. Some women, usually the same 

faces as in previous years, are featured in 

mass media as role models. There’s talk of 

the opportunities and hurdles for half of the 

world’s population. Then the day ends and 

life goes back to what it was.

come to think of it, is there any reason 

why every day shouldn’t be a day for 

women? Any reason why women can’t 

become their own role models and follow 

their own ambitions rather than emulate 

someone else? Rather than get bogged 

down in long discussions about how to 

achieve power, all women can take these 

perfectly doable steps to make life more 

fulfilling for themselves on a daily basis. 

step 1: Junk guilt
Social conditioning appears to 

have made women feel guilty about 

everything: achieving at work, not 

achieving at work, staying in a job when 

they have children, staying at home to 

raise children, getting some personal 

time, not getting personal time … the guilt 

list is endless.

In a 2013 column published by cNN, 

noted author and feminist germaine 

greer said, “Rescuing women from their 

burden of unwarranted guilt is going 

to require ‘educational practices and 

socialising agents’ even more effective 

than the ones that have been relentlessly 

loading female humans with responsibility 

for other people’s behaviour from their 

earliest childhood.” To put it in a nutshell, 

women need to stop blaming themselves. 

Blaming themselves for what is not even 

a question, since there’s rarely any good 

reason for it. But “I should have done 

better…” is a line you need to strike out of 

your thoughts, ladies. It isn’t that women 

– or younger females – shouldn’t try 

to do better, but the burden of making 

everything better is not theirs alone. 

Males, the other half of human society, 

have an equal responsibility. Remind 

them of this fact, as often as required. 

step 2: Prioritise
forget about those breakfast cereal/

laptop ads that show superwomen doing 

every single thing fantastically well. That 

can only happen in an advertisement. In 

real life, you need to prioritise. It doesn’t 

matter if you can’t cook a perfect mutton 

curry as long as you’re good at being 

there for your child. doesn’t matter if you 

can’t make the most fabulous powerpoint 

presentations, as long as your team 

members and clients admire your work 

ethics and innovation. 

you need to understand your own talents 

and desires, and set goals based on that, 

rather than aim for some impossible please-

all perfection. It doesn’t help to have so-

called role models like a very famous female 

corporate chief, who recounted telling her 

daughter that “I wasn’t the only bad mother” 

after missing a parent-teacher meeting. Tell 

your children with confidence that work 

sometimes has to come first, and that missing 

the occasional school event can’t make you 

any less of a mother. other people’s approval 

isn’t necessary; you’re enough. “There are 

some days when you must tell yourself that 

work is priority, so go ahead and give it 

your best shot. And then if there’s a family 

occasion, the family gets priority. So I am 

saying, integrate,” said padmasree Warrior, 

former chief Technology and Strategy officer 

of cisco Systems and one of forbes 100 

most powerful women globally.

step 3: speak up
When in a difficult situation, especially 

when being criticised for their performance, 

women often mumble in self-defence 

or walk away or look tearful. All of these 

are bad strategies, though some women 

may not be able to help it. Whether at 

home or at work, speak up for yourself, 

clearly, logically and without aggressive 

sentimentality. In fact, don’t wait until you’re 

criticised to let people know how much 

you’ve achieved. 

peggy Klaus, author of Brag! The 

Art of Tooting your own Horn Without 

Blowing It, gave this advice, “you really 

do need to let your boss, your boss’ 

boss [and] your colleagues know what it 

is that you are doing.” It’s not so different 

at home. Remember that viral joke: a 

man kept asking his homemaker wife 

what was it she did every day; so one 

day, she let the husband come home to 

a huge mess and simply informed him 

that, for once, she hadn’t done what she 

did every day. your work matters, and 

other people better know about it – as 



Security And Safety For All

72 999 Security and Safety for all march 2016

tips & triviaSecurity And Safety For All

simple as that. This, however, doesn’t 

mean endless self-centred monologues; 

it only means confidently speaking up 

about some task you’ve performed 

well when there’s a context for it in a 

discussion. Sometimes, you should take 

the initiative of creating that context 

without feeling bashful.

step 4: Pay yourself
Whether you’re single or married, with 

or without dependants, as a woman, you 

must have money set aside for yourself. 

This is good for your independence and 

self-respect. There’s a ridiculous notion 

that men understand investment, whereas 

women don’t. Not so. Nothing in the female 

dNA makes one half of the world population 

clueless about money. It’s just that in many 

cultures, men have traditionally handled 

the investments, even when their wives or 

daughters have had a job. That has made 

women passive about making financial 

decisions. Time to change that.

If you don’t know much about investing, 

don’t be intimidated. When it comes to 

building wealth, discipline matters more 

than the knowledge of complex savings 

instruments. from whatever income you 

have, whether it’s a salary or an allowance, 

pay yourself first. Try to put away at least 

10 per cent of that with unfailing regularity; 

it’s quite manageable if you cut down on 

some frills, such as a daily cup of takeaway 

coffee. Even a tiny amount can help; it’s 

the little drops that make an ocean. put 

the saved money in an account for 

which you don’t have an ATM card; if 

you do, leave the card at home. 

Step 5: Pick your way
All those role models of woman 

power paraded out every March, they 

show you what’s possible, but they don’t 

make it obligatory for you to be just like 

them. Everyone’s ambition isn’t the same, 

and achievement isn’t to be measured 

solely by salary or designation. like the 

old stereotype of the woman who cooked 

and cleaned and then looked dainty for her 

husband when he came home, the present 

stereotype is of the power-dressing female 

occupant of a corner office. Women who 

can’t conform to these stereotypes are 

made to feel inadequate – it happened 

then, it happens now. 

Well, the fact is, real emancipation means 

being able to choose your own way. If you 

really want to quit a tech job and grow 

organic vegetables, then just do it – after, 

of course, making sensible arrangements 

for a financial cushion and thinking your 

project through. fulfilling your potential 

doesn’t mean buying a certain car or a villa; 

it means giving yourself the freedom to do 

whatever makes you feel truly alive.  

Did you know? 

• The name of the UN campaign to 
make gender equality a cause for all is 
‘HeForShe’.

• International Women’s Day 
occasionally uses the purple, green and 
white colour scheme of the suffragette 
movement of the early 20th century. 
Purple symbolises justice and dignity.

• During the February Revolution of 
1917, Russian women in St. Petersburg 
went on strike calling for the end of 
WWI, food shortages, and czarism. 
Their slogan was “bread and peace”. 
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frIeNdS ANd relATIveS, AS THe UNforTUNATeS cloSe To THeSe crIMINAlS 

foUNd oUT – jUST Before dyING

march 2016

Shopaholic alan hruby needed $3,000 to pay a loan shark 
for the bills he had racked up. an easy way to get some 
money, he thought, would be to kill his entire family and 
become the sole owner of the house and cash assets. So, alan 
shot dead his parents and teenage sister in the family kitchen 
and left the bodies there to be discovered by the housekeeper 
the next day. The handgun and some gloves related to the 
killings were later found in a storage facility rented by alan’s 
grandmother. 

alan had abused his grandmother’s name before, getting a 
credit card in her name and running up a huge bill. Following 
this, his family warned that his finances would be cut off. The 
housekeeper testified that shortly before the triple murder, 
alan’s sister Katherine had come crying to her, saying how she 
heard that alan had bragged to his friends that he’d kill his 
family. Following the murders, alan celebrated by spending a 
weekend at a luxury hotel. When he was arrested, his only 
remorse was over getting caught, not over his crime. During 
the trial, he sent a letter to a reporter saying that he would 
“100 per cent welcome” the death penalty. 

who: alan Hruby
where: oklahoma, uS
when: october 2014

MohaMMaD anas was an enterprising 
teenager who had inherited his father’s 
cash and wholesale goods business 
upon turning 18. he was managing it 
well, but his paternal uncle Mohammad 
Shahnawaz and stepmother Rubina 
planned to cut his career – and life 
– short, very short, so that they could 
get his wealth. on January 31, anas 
got a late-night call from his uncle, 
who said he’d take the boy out for 
coffee. The teenager was a little 
surprised, but agreed. The uncle and 

who: Mohammad Shahnawaz and rubina
where: delhi, india
when: January 2016

nephew were joined at a café by two 
acquaintances of Shahnawaz. The boy’s 
coffee was spiked with sleeping pills, and 
he soon became drowsy. The four then left 
the café. on the way home, riding pillion 
on a scooter, anas felt sick. The four of 
them stopped at a deserted spot, and as 
anas bent over to retch, one of two 
accomplices threw a nylon rope round his 
neck, and Shahnawaz allegedly stabbed 
him with an ice pick. anas collapsed 
bleeding. Shahnawaz slit his throat with a 
knife. The body was left under a tree, 

discovered the next morning by 
passersby. 

Rubina was allegedly part of this 
conspiracy, with debts of her own; she 
was also in a relationship with 
Shahnawaz, as per the latter’s confession. 
Though the plotters tried to cover all 
flanks by making Rubina call the police to 
report that anas was missing – thus 
deflecting suspicion from the family – she 
made the mistake of calling Shahnawaz 
from the same mobile phone, and their 
conversation was their undoing.
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who: nicholas Kutner and rakesh Bhayani
where: london, uK
when: May 2012

caRole Waugh was a wealthy woman – her money came from 
being an amateur escort and also from her job as an accounts 
clerk in an oil-exporting country. She had done well for herself, 
with a flat in central london worth more than half a million 
pounds, savings, shares, jewellery, and a regular cash income. 
after she went missing in May, her family in Durham called the 
police. in august, her body was found in the boot of a car, 

parked in a garage in New Malden, a london suburb. She had 
died from being stabbed in the neck; bloodstains were found in 
her flat, suggesting that she had been killed there, and then 
put in the car. 

investigations pointed the needle to Rakesh Bhayani, 41, and 
Nicholas Kutner, 48, two men with a taste for expensive things 
and an addiction to gambling. The police found that after 
killing carol, the two men got several women to impersonate 
their victim on the phone. These impostors were then trained 
to act as carol, and go spend her money in shops and withdraw 
her money from banks. her stolen identity was also used to buy 
gold bullion for large sums. 

it was carol’s escort work that apparently brought her in 
contact with Rakesh. She had a degree of intimacy with him, 
visited him in prison, and lent him a very big sum of money. 
This whetted his appetite for more. Rakesh was usually 
considered charming by women, a fact that he used to exploit 
them. his wife and daughter had no idea of this. The murder of 
carol was necessary both to grasp her assets and to prevent 
any information from reaching Rakesh’s family. he and 
Nicholas both went on trial for the murder, since it wasn’t 
clear who had done the actual stabbing. 

who: deedee Moore 
where: florida, uS
when: april 2009

loTTeRy winner abraham Shakespeare, 
47, was getting no peace from his 
family and friends, who were hovering 
over his new $30-million (Dh110.1m) 
fortune. he had given away a lot of it, 
to people who came asking for money. 
But he still had enough left. and he 
apparently found a ‘true friend’ in 
DeeDee Moore, a woman from Tampa, 
Florida. Besieged by people chasing him 
for free money, abraham sought 
comfort in the company of DeeDee, who 
agreed to manage the cash he still had. 
in april 2009, the lottery winner 
disappeared; he wasn’t reported missing 
until six months later. after two more 
months of searching, in January 2010, 
abraham’s body was found under a slab 
of cement in a backyard. he had been 
shot twice in the chest by a .38-calibre 
pistol. investigations showed that 

around the time he went missing, and close 
to the spot where his body was found, 
DeeDee spent $104 at a supermarket 
buying gloves, duct tape, plastic sheeting, 
and other items, some of which were found 
later close to the location of abraham’s 
corpse. 

The reason abraham wasn’t reported 
missing until November 2009 was that 
DeeDee had made it impossible for anyone 
to meet him. She allegedly told abraham’s 
mother that he had aiDS, sent the victim’s 
son a large cash sum as a birthday gift 
and occasional text messages from the 
victim’s cell phone. DeeDee had allegedly 
also offered someone a $200,000 house if 
he reported a false sighting of abraham, 
making it appear that the victim was 
leading a normal life. 

Before he went missing, abraham had 
given DeeDee full control of his money; all 

she needed to grab it for herself was 
for him to vanish. She was found guilty 
of possessing the gun that killed the 
victim, and was convicted of swindling 
and first-degree murder, sentenced to 
life without parole.
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T
he eminent Arab philosopher 

and sociologist Ibn Khaldun 

wrote in his famous work that 

nomadism was the origin of 

civilisation, and nomads, in his opinion, 

were divided into three main types. 

The first type was the nomads who 

lived on camels. This type is considered 

the ultimate model of nomadism, as its 

people were the most mobile, travelling 

across the sands in search of water and 

plants to feed their camels. 

The second type of nomads lived on 

sheep and cattle. They were considered 

less involved in the desert and more 

connected to towns and villages. 

The third type was represented by the 

people who lived on agriculture, and they 

settled around their farmlands.

Ibn Khaldun argued that the urban 

nomads had acquired some immoral 

habits and lost a lot of their propriety due 

to their loose lifestyle and indulgence 

in material luxury. Nevertheless, he 

wrote, “The nomad aspires for urbanity, 

and does his best to attain this goal, 

and there is a relocation circle from 

nomadism to civilisation… from the life 

of roaming and wandering to the life of 

stability and relaxation… from the life in 

villages and deserts to the life in cities 

and metropolises.” When he mentioned 

the virtues and traits of nomads, he wrote 

that nomads were more courageous and 

gracious than the urban residents, and 

that nomads who became urbanised 

lost their most positive traits. “Nomads 

pursue their livelihood, like any other 

people, albeit just to make ends meet, 

rather than for luxury and amenities or for 

satisfying any desires or lusts,” he wrote. 

Accordingly, he added, the wandering 

nomads managed to keep their habits 

and manners pure and good, and even 

if their morals became tarnished by 

any vices, that was much less so than 

the morals of urbanised nomads. The 

wandering nomads, Ibn Khaldun said, 

had more earthy natures and common 

sense than the urban residents, and this 

The wandering 
nomads had more 
earthy natures and 
common sense  

helped them overcome any deviation and 

get back on track more easily than their 

urban brethren could.

We know that most of Ibn Khaldun’s 

opinions are correct and wise. Now let us 

look at a model that shows the similarities 

and contrasts between the desert and 

the urban communities – this we can do 

by studying the UAE community.

It is known that the aboriginal 

populations of the UAE were pure Arabs, 

mainly characterised by nomadism as 

almost 90 per cent of their territory were 

deserts. As for their social roots, they 

were nomads in their lifestyle and values, 

while urban residents amongst them 

were very few. However, this nomadic 

community managed to convert itself to 

a first-class urban community. The most 

important and remarkable aspect of this 

transformation is that the UAE nomadic 

community changed itself voluntarily and 

did so in the way that it wanted. To put it 

another way, it envisaged, planned and 

designed this conversion with a nomadic 

mentality that wanted to move into an 

urban civilisation, but in a suitable way 

and according to its own wishes and 

circumstances.

The UAE totally differs from Jordan, 

Syria, Iraq or Tunisia, where there was the 

city and its urban community with its own 

socio-economic and cultural functions. In 

these countries, there were the capitals 

and metropolises, surrounded by towns, 

then the remote areas and deserts, 

where the tribes lived in nomadic style. 

The urban residents in these countries 

tried to attract the nomads to the cities 

or relocate them in cities customised 

for them. This was done with the aim 

of utilising them for some purpose, 

particularly for serving in the military.

What happened with the UAE 

community was drastically the opposite 

– here, the nomadic community attracted 

the urban residents and made them live 

in cities that were built as per its wishes. 

The urban mentality and experience 
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From political 
dogmas, the 
UAE community 
selected the best 
elements

created the new cities in the UAE, but the 

supervision, organisation, management, 

and solid determination to change the 

lifestyle from nomadism to civilisation 

came originally from the nomadic 

community. 

This matter has historical roots that 

go back to 1903, when the late Ruler 

Sheikh Maktoum bin Hasher Al Maktoum 

(1894-1906) called upon Arab, Iranian 

and Indian traders from the persian city 

of lengeh on the coast of the Arabian 

gulf to relocate to dubai creek and 

conduct their business from there. Thus, 

he laid the foundation of the commercial 

community in dubai, which reached its 

peak in our present time.

Anybody who follows the progress 

of the UAE from its inception to the 

modern renaissance, when it moved 

from the nomadic lifestyle to full-

fledged civilisation, will realise that 

this community approached civilisation 

by retaining its nomadic values as a 

cherished heritage even as it adopted a 

new lifestyle. So, the inherited values of 

this community are still there and will be 

there forever. Islam and its rites are at 

the forefront of these values, as the UAE 

community has never witnessed anyone 

amongst its people who embraced a 

religion other than Islam. This constant 

also represented the platform on which 

the political values of the modern UAE 

community rested; it never adopted the 

principles of communism, socialism, or 

capitalism. These political dogmas never 

existed as a basis for the government, as 

it happened in some other Arab countries 

in the middle of the past century. 

from these political dogmas, the UAE 

community selected the best elements, 

those that fit well within its heritage, 

and discarded the rest. So, the nomadic 

values include solidarity in front of 

challenges; pride of lineage and kinship; 

obedience to the elders in the tribe or 

the family; support for the kith and kin; 

and heroism, chivalry, and dignity. A 

strong sense of self-esteem also means a 

refusal to co-operate with people whom 

this community holds in contempt. These 

values have been deemed to be the core 

ones for the UAE community until now, 

and it will stay like this.  

While the UAE people conducted 

the process of conversion from 

the government of the tribe to the 

government of the modern constitutional 

state, the roots of nomadic values were 

embedded in their minds and souls. 

What happened is that they rejected 

the obsolete values that did not keep 

pace with the modern age, such as 

superstitions, which intruded upon some 

areas of our heritage. Moreover, the UAE 

people were open to other civilisations 

and their knowledge. Thus, they firmly 

resisted the external factors that could 

have ruined their heritage.

We can say that the nomadic 

community in the UAE, through its new 

society that preserved nomadic values 

while adopting an advanced Western 

lifestyle, managed to offer a conclusive 

answer to this eternal dilemma: the 

contradictions between heritage and 

modernity. Nevertheless, a question may 

emerge: Is the relationship between the 

desert and the city one of harmony or 

disharmony?

My own answer, based on my study of 

the UAE nomadic community for more 

than four decades – as a researcher 

of its history and heritage, follower of 

its renaissance, and learner from its 

experiments – is that this community 

has managed today to strike a balance 

between nomadism and civilisation, a 

balance that we can call moderation. 
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Proton better than Photon for cancer theraPy
pAINfUl SIdE EffEcTS pARTly MITIgATEd By NEW TEcHNology 

IF there’s one disease whose treatment is 

as painful – or more – than the illness itself, 

that has to be the big c. But a latest study 

shows that advanced technology can take 

some of the sting out of it. 

published in The lancet oncology, the 

study done at the Massachusetts general 

Hospital in the US showed that proton 

beam therapy had fewer side effects than 

conventional radiotherapy; at the same 

time, it was as effective as traditional 

treatment. The study subjects were 59 

patients between the ages of three and 

21 years, and they were observed over six 

years, from 2003 to 2009. The study was 

led by dr Torunn yock. 

The patients observed had a kind 

of malignant brain tumour common in 

children, known as medulloblastoma. 

They were treated with proton beam, 

and after five years, the survival rate in 

the study group was the same as those 

for patients treated with conventional 

X-ray radiotherapy; but the study group’s 

heart and lungs were in better condition, 

meaning there were fewer side effects.

dr yock told the media, “The major 

finding is that proton therapy is as 

effective as photon therapy [conventional 

X-ray radiotherapy] in curing these 

patients; and what is also very exciting 

is that it’s maintaining these high rates 

of cure but doing so with less late 

Uae 
remains 
zika-free

health news

toxicity, which has dramatic quality of life 

improvements.”

following the publication of this research, 

a BBc report quoted prof. gillies McKenna, 

head of the department of oncology at the 

University of oxford, as saying that the “side 

effects are indeed dramatically reduced” 

with proton beam therapy. “There were no 

side effects seen in the heart and lungs 

and gastrointestinal tract, which are almost 

always seen with X-rays, and no secondary 

cancers were seen at a time when we’d 

have expected to see them in X-ray treated 

patients,” he said.

How proton beam therapy works
The therapy uses protons (charged 

particles) instead of photons (radiation). 

The treatment sends high-energy protons 

directly at a cancerous tumour, reducing 

the impact on surrounding tissues and 

organs. Therefore, it has fewer side 

effects compared with high-energy X-ray 

treatments. protons can be used to treat 

spinal cord tumours, sarcomas near the 

spine or brain, prostate cancer, lung cancer, 

liver cancer, and some children’s cancers.

Sources: NHS England, Cancer Research UK

Health, announced the meeting of a 

technical committee for pandemics in 

dubai to tackle the pressing global  

health concern. 

The Zika virus is believed to spread 

through the mosquito species known as 

Aedes aegypti, which is also a vector for 

dengue and yellow fever. dr Rahman said 

that the UAE Ministry of Health was in 

touch with the centers for disease control 

and prevention in the United States and the 

World Health organisation on this matter.

Zika symptoms include fever, rash, 

and nausea. There’s no vaccine yet, but 

the pharma industry is racing to come 

up with one. Zika has reach 23 countries 

and territories in the Americas. Brazil has 

reported around 3,700 cases of birth 

defect caused by the virus.

THE UAE Health Ministry said earlier this 

year that the country did not have the 

mosquito that carried the dreaded Zika 

virus, and that there was no recorded case 

of the virus in the country. Nevertheless, 

preventive steps were being put in place.

dr Hussein Abdul Rahman, 

Assistant Undersecretary 

for Health centres 

and clinics, 

Ministry of 
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sUgary snacks are the forbidden frUit

Wearable tech can Ward off dehydration 

WHILE media messages and parents 

constantly tell children to avoid sugary 

snacks, all this negativity only makes these 

foods more attractive to youngsters. That’s 

what we’re told by research published 

in the Journal of the Association for 

consumer Research. The findings suggest 

that the more children are told sugary 

snacks are bad for them, the more they 

want to eat, making candies and cakes the 

kids’ equivalent of the forbidden fruit.

The findings emerged from three 

studies on dieters and non-dieters done by 

researchers at Arizona State University, US. In 

the first study, 380 participants were given a 

positive, negative, or neutral message about 

a sweet item. dieters given the negative 

message had more positive thoughts about 

the unhealthy food, although their perception 

of healthy foods remained the same.

In the second study, 397 participants saw 

a one-sided positive or negative message 

about sugary snacks; this was followed by 

a supply of chocolate-chip cookies. dieters 

given the negative message ate 39 per 

cent more cookies than those who saw the 

positive message. 

In the third study, 324 participants got 

positive, negative, or balanced messages 

containing both positive and negative 

information about food. Then they were 

asked to pick snacks they’d like to eat. 

The negative message led to 30 per 

cent higher preference for an unhealthy 

snack, compared to the positive 

message recipients. dieters who  

got the balanced message chose  

47 per cent fewer unhealthy snacks, 

compared to negative message 

recipients. 

Non-dieters in these studies were largely 

unaffected by the message content.

The study team said, “our work shows 

that negative messages about unhealthy 

food will backfire amongst dieters. If you 

want to change what they eat, a more 

even-handed message that contains both 

positive and negative information is the way 

to go.”

3d Printing helPs infant get a kidney
THE long wait for a kidney or any other 

vital organ often kills terminally ill patients. 

Even when a match is found, there’s a high 

chance of rejection, especially if the patient 

is very young.

Recently, 3d printing technology came 

to the rescue of a baby, two-year-old lucy 

Boucher, whose father, chris, donated 

his kidney. The transplant was carried out 

at the great ormond Street Hospital in 

london. With a 3d printer, doctors created 

a model of chris’s kidney and lucy’s 

abdomen, in order to plan the details of 

the operation and minimise risks. This is 

revolutionary, as it’s the first case of an 

adult’s kidney being transplanted in a baby 

with 3d printing support.

A liquid plastic model, moulded under 

ultraviolet light to copy the exact size 

and density of the body parts, helped the 

surgeons decide how to carry out the 

surgery and whether it would be feasible.

JOINING the long line of fitness trackers is a sweat sensor that can 

warn a person of dehydration and excessive fatigue. The device has 

been designed by Ali Javey, a professor of electrical engineering 

and computer science at the University of california-Berkeley, and his 

colleagues. They published their work in the journal Nature.

The non-invasive device can be incorporated into wristbands and 

headbands; it is a fully integrated electronic system that can monitor 

multiple sweat chemicals. “Human sweat contains physiologically rich 

information,” said prof. Javey. “We have developed a fully integrated 

system that measures multiple sweat analytes, and wirelessly 

transmits the processed data to a smartphone.”

The prototype has a flexible circuit board containing 10 circuit chips; 

this is connected to five sensors that monitor glucose, lactate, sodium, 

potassium, and body temperature. The device was tested on 26 

volunteers as they engaged in indoor and outdoor physical activities. Credit: UC Berkeley photo by Wei Gao 

*An informational kidney model
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Take a peek aT The newesT musT-have high-Tech elecTronic devices

gadgets

Ruggedness oveRload
Once the big daddy of camera-makers, Leica still pulls out solidly 
capable gadgets out of its hat. The Leica X-U camera has been 
developed in collaboration with Audi Design, and it’s possibly the best 
rugged camera around, with an underwater shooting mode and a 
promise to deliver great, sharp pictures with minimal fiddling with the 
controls. The 16.5-megapixel APS-C camera is waterproof up to a 
depth of 49 feet, and it’s also shockproof and sealed against dust – it 
can withstand short falls, but we wouldn’t advise dropping it from a 
height experimentally. The CMOS sensor is paired with a fixed f/1.7 
23mm lens; anti-slip thermoplastic elastomer coating covers the 
body; and there’s a 3-inch monitor and built-in flash. It’s expensive, 
but worth it, if you love your photography.

Website: www.us.leica-camera.com
Price: $2,950 (Dh10,827)

neveR miss  
a nice moment
The modern family loves to document its moments, but wielding a 
selfie-stick at home feels weird and taking video footage means 
one person is always out of the frame. Solving such knotty 
problems is the precise purpose of the Kiba Family Camera, a sturdy 
device that’s smart and well-equipped as well. Once placed in 
position, the camera senses activity through audio and visual 
sensors, taking 13-megapixels stills and 1080p video that it auto-
edits. Then it uses a ‘Joy Ranking Algorithm’ to pick the best shots 
and clips from each day, sending them to your device. You can 
choose to store the data on the device or on the cloud. Sharing on 
social media is easy, too. Upon a voice command from you, the 
camera starts recording or takes a selfie, and it can be programmed 
for recording at a scheduled time. Comes in white, orange and 
lemon yellow.

Website: www.getkiba.com
Pre-order price:  $200 (Dh734)

stay visible  
when pedalling
Remaining visible to motorists and pedestrians when riding at 
night is a major concern for any big-city cyclist. To get a grip 
on it, car-maker Volvo has come up with Life Paint, a spray 
paint that makes any surface – it especially works well with 
textiles – a reflective surface when a car’s headlight beam 
falls on it. The water-based spray washes off and is invisible 
in daylight. If you don’t want to spray your clothes, a cloth 
rucksack or the metal body of the bike itself can be the 
reflective surface.

Website: www.volvocars.com
Price: TBA

Security And Safety For All
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the only contRol 
you need
It’s now possible to do so many things around the house with 
a smart device. But that also means using up battery and 
constantly juggling apps. The Sevenhugs Smart Remote 
appears to be a wonder gadget that lets you control every 
connected object in your house simply by pointing the 
remote at it. When you point at different objects, the remote 
senses what it’s looking at, and the control mode changes 
automatically. Television, music, thermostat, smart lighting… 
everything can be adjusted with this one smart remote, 
giving your smartphone a breather. 

Website: www.remote.sevenhugs.com
Price: TBA

tiny tRoopeR
You want a drone, but not the cost, the size, the risk of getting 
into trouble with the neighbours. So here’s a friendly gadget, 
with a price tag as tiny as its size, but with highly respectable 
specifications. Billed the world’s smallest FPV (first-person 
view) drone, the Axis Vidius Mini Drone can stream and record 
both live (420p) video and still images during flight. It 
communicates with its 4-channel controller over a 2.4 gHz 
connection, but can also be controlled via Wi-Fi with an Android 
or iOS device. A six-axis gyro keeps the drone stable during 
flight; and the “trick mode” lets it flip and roll on your 
command. The little drone, small enough to land on your palm, 
has a 100-foot range, making it a fun companion for any 
outdoor or indoor environment.

Website: www.axisdrones.com
Price: $75 (Dh275)

Security And Safety For All
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balancing bot
A cute robot that moves around on a Segway? We’re sold, 
though it isn’t exactly clear what the bot can be used for; but 
then again, that’s exactly what gives you the scope to use 
your imagination. The Segway Robot is powered by an Intel 
Atom processor running a version of Android. A bunch of 
cameras can sense depth, track, and take normal video/still 
photographs. The built-in interface for hardware extensions 
lets you add arms or tools. What to use it for? Oh, you’ll 
probably think of something – and you can create your own 
apps, too.

Website: www.robot.segway.com
Price: TBA

march 2016
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First off the block
Title: Michael gresham 
Author: John Ellsworth   
price: $3.99 (dh15)   
publisher: Amazon digital Services  

THE titular character is clearly 

paying homage to the bestselling 

legal thriller writer John grisham. 

criminal attorney Michael gresham 

is a new arrival in the fiction 

universe of quirky characters that 

rise like anti-heroes from within the 

world of law and order. In the first 

book of this series, gresham has a 

brother who refuses his medication, 

a money-grabbing ex-wife, and a 

client accused of murdering the 

wife of a judge. The brother soon 

becomes the target of the corporate 

mafia, and the judge whose wife 

was murdered suddenly wants 

gresham as his own attorney. The 

grizzled gresham, now 55 years 

of age, has multiple adversaries to 

fight. can he win the day?

WHAT is the meaning of life? That’s 

a question most people probably 

really explore when faced with death. 

This is the moving memoir of a young 

neurosurgeon given a diagnosis of 

terminal cancer. At the age of thirty-six, 

neurosurgeon paul Kalanithi found 

that he had stage Iv lung cancer. This 

immediately changed his position 

from a person saving lives to a person 

struggling to live. His whole future was 

laid to waste. The book chronicles his 

transformation from a medical student 

“possessed by the question of what, 

given that all organisms die, makes 

a virtuous and meaningful life” into a 

medical expert dealing with the most 

complex organ in the world, the human 

between this world and that
Title: When Breath Becomes Air  
Author: paul Kalanithi;  
foreword by Abraham verghese  
price: $25 (dh92) 
publisher: Random House     
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BACK in the fourth book of the 

series, detective Zach Jordan and 

his partner (and ex-girlfriend) Kylie 

Macdonald are on the trail of a killer 

(or killers) who commits a vicious 

crime in the middle of a throng but 

leaves no witnesses. The scene of 

crime is a glitzy movie premiere, 

where a gorgeous starlet, wearing 

millions of dollars’ worth of jewellery 

on loan, sashays past fans and 

photographers. Nypd Red, the elite 

Title: Nypd Red 4  
Author: James patterson, Marshall Karp   
price: $28 (dh103) 
publisher: little, Brown and company

Red carpet crime

task force assigned to protect the rich 

and famous of New york, is called in 

to look for clues. Here’s another novel 

packed to the gills with glamour and 

suspense. 

A moving memoir, a tough new legal eagle, and all the knowledge you need to 
stay on top of the workplace game and keep your bank balance in good health     

march 2016

brain, and then finally to a young man 

on the verge of death. What makes life 

worth living at this stage, when the future 

doesn’t exist for oneself but one’s family 

has just started growing? The author 

died in March 2015, while working on this 

book. The memoir remains a testimonial 

to his strength and realisations.
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Title: The House  
Authors: p.M. prior   
price: $2.98 (dh11) 
Sold by: Amazon digital Services 

what’s behind that door?

THE house of horrors has long been 

a familiar character in cinema, but that 

never makes it any less fascinating. It 

makes yet another appearance in this 

e-book, terrorising a young woman 

who had hoped to find a sanctuary. 

prue Bridgewater falls in love with an 

abandoned old house at first sight; her 

husband Ray is less impressed. But 

seeing prue’s shaky mental state and 

her instant attachment to the derelict 

property, Ray agrees to spruce it up 

and move in. once they settle in, prue 

begins her home improvements, while 

Ray is away at work. But after a series 

of disturbing discoveries, she starts 

fearing her own senses – she can see 

Title: Spark Joy: An Illustrated Master 
class on the Art of organizing and 
Tidying Up 
Author: Marie Kondo  
price: $18.99 (dh70)
publisher: Ten Speed press  

It’s so nice to be neat

STARVED for space in the big 

cities, the Japanese have perfected 

the art of decluttering. Japanese 

tidiness guru Marie Kondo brings 

that knowledge to everyone in a 

user-friendly, illustrated volume that 

could make getting organised as 

pleasant as practising origami. The 

book shows you how to master the 

KonMari Method, with step-by-step 

folding illustrations for everything 

from shirts to socks, plus drawings 

of perfectly organised drawers 

and closets. guidance on specific 

categories include kitchen tools, 

THE simplest things about personal 

finance are hard to grasp for some, 

even after repeatedly going over 

the same steps. There must be 

an easier way to keep track of 

what needs to be done. Enter the 

index card method. Award-winning 

financial journalist Helaine olen 

and University of chicago professor 

Harold pollack have put together this 

book based on the latter’s off hand 

remark: everything you need to know 

about managing your money could 

fit on an index card. pollack had 

actually scribbled his list of money 

rules on a 4”-by-6” card and posted 

its picture online; that post went viral. 

Now they explain why the 10 simple 

rules of the index card are better 

than more complicated financial 

strategies. The book gives you an 

easy-to-follow action plan that works 

at any stage of your life – when you 

have a lot of money, and when you 

don’t.

Title: The Index card: Why personal 
finance doesn’t Have to Be 
complicated 
Author: Helaine olen, Harold pollack  
price: $25 (dh92)
publisher: portfolio

Easy rules for 
managing money 

87999 Security and Safety for all

and hear strange things, and feels like 

she’s being watched. Her delusions – 

but are they really delusions? – threaten 

to destroy her marriage. for prue, 

understanding the secrets of the house 

becomes not just a matter of sanity, but 

also of survival.

cleaning supplies, hobby goods, and 

digital photos. A happy handbook 

for people who want to make the 

most of their limited space and want 

to enjoy their possessions without 

being overwhelmed by them.

march 2016
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movies

The hoTTesT new inTernaTional movie releases 
coming soon To a cinema near you

BATMAN V SUPERMAN: 
DAWN OF JUSTICE

THE DIVERGENT SERIES: ALLEGIANT

DirecTor: Zack snyDer
sTarring: henry cavill, Ben affleck, lois lane, Diane 
lane, laurence fishBurne, gal gaDoT 
movie Type: acTion, aDvenTure, sequel, superhero

DirecTor: roBerT schwenTke 
sTarring: shailene wooDley, Theo James, naomi waTTs, miles 
Teller, ansel elgorT, Jeff Daniels
Type: romance, acTion, aDvenTure, sequel

By the time you read this, several spoilers would 
be jostling for your eyeballs already. But for a 
long, long time, the producers had wrapped the 
storyline in a blanket of secrecy harder to whip 
off than a superhero’s cape. What we do know, 
sort of, is that both the Man of Steel and the dark 
Knight are rather angry – obviously, with each 

The teen sci-fi divergent series continues with 
Tris (Woodley) and four (James) preparing to 
escape by scaling the wall around chicago. for 
the first time, they will leave their familiar city to 
find a peaceful solution. To recap, the series is 
set in a dystopian society where each citizen 

LONDON HAS FALLEN 
DirecTor: BaBak naJafi
sTarring: gerarD BuTler, morgan freeman, 
angela BasseTT, aaron eckharT, melissa 
leo, roBerT forsTer, charloTTe riley
general eDwarD clegg
movie Type: acTion, aDvenTure, sequel

ZOOTOPIA
DirecTor: JareD Bush
sTarring: ginnifer gooDwin, Jason 
BaTeman, iDris elBa, J.k. simmons, 
naTe Torrence, Jenny slaTe  
movie Type: comeDy, family, animaTion

The mammal metropolis 
of Zootopia is a veritable 
melting pot, with inhabitants 
of all stripes and spots. 
Neighbourhoods range from 
the ritzy Sahara Square to the 
frigid Tundratown. In this city, 
where anyone can be anything, 
officer Judy Hopps (goodwin) 
finds that being the first bunny 
cop in a force of big animals is 
still not easy. She jumps at the 
opportunity to crack the case 
of a missing otter, teaming up 
with the con artiste fox Nick 
Wilde (Bateman).

other. cinema circles are also abuzz with the 
debut details of darkseid (pronounced ‘dark 
side’), the supervillain who shoots ‘omega 
beams’ from his eyes and hands. Zack Snyder’s 
masterful film noir treatment of his previous 
superhero movie Watchmen gives us hope that 
this venture will be similarly outstanding.

In this sequel to Olympus has fallen, 
the action moves to the UK capital. 
The funeral of the British Prime 
Minister becomes the target of a 
terrorist organisation that’s bent on 
killing several world leaders in a 
spectacular manner, sending out a 
message of destruction. The only 
people who can stop this are the 
President of the United States 
(Eckhart) and his formidable Secret 
Service head Mike Banning (Butler), 
with the help of a sassy English MI-6 
agent (Riley). Morgan Freeman stars 
as the Vice President of the United 
States.

Security And Safety For All

has a social and personality-related affiliation with 
one of five factions. Thus, individual will is rooted 
out. Tris is a misfit who had to hide her true nature 
for fear of persecution. Escaping from chicago, she 
is faced with shocking new truths that force her to 
make very hard choices about allegiance and love.
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THE BROTHERS GRIMSBY THE OTHER SIDE OF THE DOOR

MIRACLES FROM HEAVEN

DirecTor: louis leTerrier
sTarring: mark sTrong, sacha Baron 
cohen, reBel wilson, isla fisher, 
gaBourey siDiBe, Johnny vegas, 
penelope cruZ
movie Type: comeDy, spy

DirecTor: Johannes roBerTs
sTarring: sarah wayne callies, Jeremy 
sisTo, Javier BoTeT, sofia rosinsky, 
logan creran
movie Type: horror, supernaTural

DirecTor: paTricia riggen
sTarring: Jennifer garner, queen laTifah, marTin 
henDerson, John carroll lynch, kylie rogers, 
eugenio DerBeZ
movie Type: Drama, faiTh

Sebastian (Strong) and Nobby 
(cohen) are brothers separated by 
adoption as children. one grows 
up to be a top assassin and the 
other a football hooligan with a big 
bunch of kids. Nobby has never 
forgotten his younger brother, and 
has searched for him for years… 
showing everyone the photo of 
Sebastian as a child. finally, the 
brothers come face to face – 
they’re immediately caught up in 
a manhunt as Sebastian’s cover 
is blown and Nobby can’t quite 
get his head around the whole 
business of dodging bullets.

A family lives a happy life 
until their young son dies 
in an accident. Unable 
to accept his death, the 
mother wants to see him 
one last time to say their 
final goodbye. To perform 
an ancient ritual that can 
briefly revive the dead, she 
travels to a temple where 
a doorway stands between 
this world and the next one. 
The door isn’t meant to be 
opened, but the grieving 
mother defies that warning, 
breaking the barrier 
between life and death.

THE LITTLE PRINCE
DirecTor: mark osBorne
sTarring: James franco, rachel 
mcaDams, Jeff BriDges, Benicio Del 
Toro, mackenZie foy, paul giamaTTi   
movie Type: animaTion, aDapTaTion

A pilot who crash-lands in the Sahara desert 
comes across a little boy who says he is a 
prince fallen to earth from his home on an 
asteroid. 

As the pilot repairs his plane, the little prince 
regales him with stories about his home and the 
foolish inhabitants of nearby asteroids.

Here’s a story that showcases the triumph 
of faith through the amazing recovery of a 
little girl (Rogers) from an apparently 
incurable disease. Her mother Christy 
(Garner) furiously searches for a solution 
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after learning of her child’s illness, and her 
hopes come true after the girl is rescued from 
a freak accident. It’s a medical miracle that 
stumps doctors and brings the community 
together.
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UNDER threat from loggers and other 

industries, rainforests haven’t had much to 

feel cheerful about in recent years. But an 

agreement to ban logging in 85 per cent 

of the great Bear Rainforest on the pacific 

coast, and also to partially ban the hunting 

of the grizzly bear, comes as a breather 

for one of the world’s largest remaining 

rainforest tracts. 

called the “jewel” of British columbia, 

great Bear is home to grizzly and spirit 

bear, a rare sub-species of the black 

bear with white fur, and is also home 

to 26 aboriginal groups, known as first 

Nations. “The great Bear Rainforest, 

there’s no question, it’s a jewel in the 

crown of magnificent landscapes in British 

columbia,” said christy clark, who serves 

as the 35th premier of British columbia. 

She called the agreement a “landmark” 

deal that would protect forests, but also 

provide economic opportunities for 

aboriginal people and local communities.

This is an agreement that has been in 

the making for close to a decade; it  

the ‘jewel’ of british columbia to be protected from logging, other industrial menace
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Canada rainforest gets landmark deal
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Human destruction of rainforests for the 

sake of planting cash crops and procuring 

wood not only pollutes the environment, 

but also encourages invasive species 

such as black rats to thrive.

A new study in the journal Biotropica 

said that while these rodents normally 

avoided mature forests with large trees, 

they were drawn to forests decimated 

by logging, as the fallen wood 

harboured more insects for the rats to 

eat. After the black rats moved in, they 

Deforestation brings a plague of rats

is expected to become law by this  

spring. Under the agreement, logging is 

banned in 85 per cent of the rainforest 

and hunting of the grizzly ends within 

the territories occupied by the first 

Nations. 

The spirit bear, also known as the 

kermode bear, gets protection from 

hunting, too. The remaining 15 per 

cent of the forest area is still open for 

commercial logging, but under the 

stringent standards applied in North 

America. 

The deal has been ratified by the 26 

first Nations tribes, environment groups 

and five forestry companies.

great Beat covers an area of  

32,000 sq. km on the pacific coast, 

acting as a massive filter for water and 

air. It supports a wide variety of species, 

most notably the grizzlies, wolves, and 

cougars. 

The salmon run through great Bear 

gives an opportunity to bears and 

wolves to eat the fish. They fertilise the 

forest by scattering the remains of the 

fish that release substantial quantities 

of nitrogen. It’s estimated that as much 

as 80 per cent of the nitrogen required 

by the rainforest trees comes from the 

salmon carcass. 

This great web of life, under threat 

from human exploitation, now has a 

chance to continue undisturbed.

often spread diseases that killed the 

native species.

The researchers studied the island 

of Borneo, where the natural forest has 

been cut down indiscriminately. They 

trapped rats and created a tracking 

device to see what kind of habitat the 

rats preferred. It was found that black 

rats showed the strongest preference 

for jungles destroyed by logging, as 

these provided more insects and more 

undergrowth for the rats to hide. 

Photo by Liz Sperandeo from www.bcrainforest.com



THE emirate has launched an initiative to reduce the hospitality 

industry’s vast carbon footprint. The Expo 2020 event could 

see 1,000-odd hotels operating in dubai; the emirate is putting 

measures in place that would keep the industry going without 

exhausting water and power resources.

The initiative promotes the use of alternative energy sources 

in solar power; using greener transport such as electric vehicles; 

better waste management and recycling systems; making greater 

use of locally sourced food; and ways to cut water and electricity 

wastage. These ideas have been tabled by the department of 

Tourism and commerce Marketing (dTcM). dTcM Executive 

director yousef lootah said that there was a “very holistic plan to 

control the effect we have on dubai, on emissions, anything that 

affects the environment”.

Dubai hotels look at going green

FOR a long time, they just sit there 

minding their own business, then one 

fine day there’s rumbling, and then an 

eruption. Is there any way to predict 

when a volcano might decide to blow its 

lid? Scientists believe there is. 

New research by oxford University 

scientists, who studied the dormant 

campi flegrei volcano in southern 

Italy, in collaboration with the durham 

University and the National Institute of 

geophysics and volcanology in Rome, 

was published in the journal, Nature 

geoscience. In it, they said that gases 

emitted from the mouth of a volcano 

could indicate when an eruption might 

take place. The Italy volcano last 

erupted in 1538, but is believed to 

be immensely powerful and a future 

eruption could wreak havoc.

As per the study, information-rich 

geological “time capsules” consisted of 

mineral crystals that revealed how the 

molten rock was “primed” (filled with 

bubbles of gas) just before the eruption. 

Analysing this process more closely may 

Tell me when it’s ready to blow up

lead to an early warning system.  

prof. david pyle, a co-researcher, said 

that a mineral named apatite could be 

used to “forensically extract the time 

history” of a volcano. “you can use it to 

work out one of the critical things when 

an eruption is about to happen – that’s 

the point at which the magma body 

starts to become rich in gas,” he said 

in an interview. “It will certainly help us 

think about periods when the volcano 

is just restless, and periods when that 

rumbling has the potential to lead to  

an eruption.”

Car-free day in Dubai
february 21 was celebrated as ‘car-free day’ in dubai, with 

people being asked to go out without private vehicles. The 

seventh year of the annual event was expected to have 1,000 

organisations taking part, compared to 300 organisations in 

2015, and only two organisation in 2010, the inaugural year. In 

six years, the ‘car-free days’ have saved an estimated  

140 tonnes of carbon emissions.  
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By 2020, the emirate hopes to get 20 million tourists a year. With 

such a volume of visitors, it’s important to make green practices an 

integral part of business operations, not just something optional. 

Education on this matter, said lootah, was “very important, 

especially for unskilled people in the industry who are not aware 

of the impact their actions”. Even managers and decision-makers 

needed those lessons, he said. 
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Ships’ noise harms killer whales 
PASSING ships making a din interfere with 

the sound frequency used by killer whales 

to hunt and communicate, hurting their 

chances of getting prey. 

It has long been known that low-

frequency noise from ships disturbs whales 

and dolphins. New research from the US 

shows that high-frequency noise is also 

disturbing, and far more than believed so far.

Researchers documented persistent 

noise from ships occurring at medium and 

higher frequencies, including at 20,000Hz, 

the frequency at which killer whales, 

aka orcas, hear best. The killer whales 

echolocate prey – using sound to bounce 

off objects to locate where they are. 

dolphins and porpoises also use higher 

frequencies to hunt and communicate.

The findings were published in peerJ, 

suggesting that endangered killer whales 

found near international shipping lanes 

could be facing difficulties. “Even a slight 

increase in sound may make echolocation 

more difficult for whales,” said lead 

researcher Scott veirs of Beamreach. 

“That’s worrying, because their prey, the 

chinook salmon, is already quite scarce. 

Hearing [an echolocation] click off a salmon 

is probably one of the most challenging 

things a killer whale does. Hearing that 

subtle click is harder if there’s a lot of noise 

around you.” 
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The researchers measured ship’s noise 

with underwater microphones for two 

years. They captured the sound made by 

12 different types of vessel, including cruise 

ships, container ships, and military vehicles. 

The average intensity of noise was 173 

underwater decibels, equivalent to  

111 decibels through the air, as loud as a 

rock concert. for whales, the impact would 

be of 60-90 decibels, about the same 

noise as that made by a vacuum cleaner.

If this noise prevents whales from finding 

food, they may have to rely on burning their 

blubber (fatty tissue) so as not to starve. But 

this blubber could poison the whales as 

their bodies absorb manmade toxicity from 

the marine environment. finding fresh prey 

is the only way they can stay healthy.

veirs said, “It should be easy to reduce 

noise pollution. Military ships are quite a bit 

quieter and there could be straightforward 

ways of transferring that technology to the 

commercial fleet. Another way to reduce 

noise is to slow down. decreasing speed 

by six knots could decrease noise intensity 

by half.”
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Germany overtakes UK as top offshore wind installer
INSTALLING wind turbines in the sea 

creates off-shore wind farms. for long, UK 

was the leader in this area within Europe. 

Now germany has topped the chart, as per 

data from Bloomberg New Energy finance.

Wind installations across the world 

reached 62,000MW of capacity in 

2014. The next year, in 2015, more 

than 3,000MW of offshore wind power 

was connected to the European grid, 

double that of the preceding year. The 

vast majority of this power came from 

germany.

Britain contributed 556MW of offshore 

wind energy, the Netherlands 180 MW, 

and germany 2,282MW. However, the UK 

still has the most installed offshore wind 

power in Europe, standing at 5,061MW, 

compared to germany’s total of 3,295MW.  



Climate change upped storm risk in the UK

THE severe storm that hit England in the 

winter of 2013-2014 had its risk increased 

by climate change. A new study said that 

the risk of that storm increased by about 
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Japan works on floating solar farm
NOT very large in size but with an energy-intensive economy, 

Japan is exploring renewables with one of the most ambitious 

energy projects in the world. As land remains scarce in Japan, 

the country has decided to build a huge floating solar farm on a 

reservoir in the chiba prefecture. Being built by the electronics 

multinational Kyocera, the floating plant is coming up on the 

yamakura dam reservoir. It’s expected to be finished by early 2018, 

and its 50,000 photovoltaic cells could power 5,000 households. 

Though very large by floating solar farm standards, the Kyocera 

plant is much smaller than land solar farms. Nevertheless, its 

construction marks Japan’s gradual shift from nuclear energy after 

the 2011 fukushima disaster. The immediate alternative is fossil 

fuel, but that sets back the country’s emission reduction targets, 

making investment in solar power the most obvious move.

Abu Dhabi demands litter-free public spaces

THE residents of the UAE capital have declared that they’re sick 

of seeing plastic trash and cigarette butts in parks and beaches. 

demanding that public spaces be kept litter-free and that visitors 

should pick up their own garbage, many residents have said that 

clean-up campaigns needed to be more prolific and visible. “Many 

parks are spotless and very well maintained, such as pineapple park 

on Airport Road – but not if you go first thing in the morning,” said an 

expat, speaking to the media. “Then, it’s as if the rubbish trucks had 

an all-night party and dumped everything in the parks. What’s really 

vile is all the buckets of Kfc and chicken bones left lying around.” 

She suggested putting up more visible signs warning people against 

littering and more garbage bins.

Another expat said, “I’ve spent 30 minutes once picking up soda, 

water and other rubbish with another mum before letting our kids play. 

The mindset needs to change and we need to teach our kids that 

even though there are cleaners around, we need to do our part.”

march 2016

43 per cent because of manmade carbon 

dioxide emission. 

In that season, storms and rain battered 

southern England and Wales, flooding 

Somerset, devon, dorset, cornwall, 

and the Thames valley. Thousands of 

properties went under water, and insurance 

claims went up to hundreds of millions of 

pounds. Many observers had said at the 

time that climate change – and that means 

human activity – was causing such extreme 

weather phenomena. prime Minister david 

cameron shared this view. 

The new study used various models and 

observational data to determine how much 

human activity influenced the storm. They 

asked citizen scientists to help by running 

more than 130,000 simulations of weather 

models of the storm with and without the 

manmade carbon emissions. The team found 

that climate change helped created more low-

pressure systems, increasing the volume of 

rain from the Atlantic across southern England.

Photo credit: Kyocera Corp.
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Across

1 Heartless fascism spreads in mountainous region (6)
5 Make threats and club will screen fight live (8)
9 Note, after endless revenue old man keeps nothing 
ñ the fool! (10)
10 One in the gods for The Ring? No, a different part 
of the threatre (4)
11 First off, identified daughter missing at sea for 
certain (8)
12 Cunning, unlimited cunning (6)
13 Concealed in toilet (4)
15 Completely overcome by current in Forth when 
swimming (8)
18 Unworried but depressed (8)
20 Some grass followed by a drink (4)
22 Greeting with good humoured slap, primarily? 
More than one (6)
24 Period in central Thessaly for Solon, Thales et al (8)
26 Quiet rebuke up North (4)
27 Copperís keeping back trouble east of harbour 
gate (10)
28 In Italian city I see speedwell (8)
29 Store ordered ìIntroduction to Rock and Rollî (6)

Down

2 A knight must stand up at end of rite, on 
hearing this? (5)
3 Church officer upset as believer abandons 
faith finally, yours truly too  (9)
4 Iron Maiden single appropriate to women (6)
5 Somehow I botch harnessing energy using 
living organisms industrially (7)
6 Work back to back on building area? The 
contrary (8)
7 Political party backed British statesman (5)
8 Holding grudge, give grade thatís poor  (9)
14 Native inhabitant gives birth in Lincoln (9)
16 After objection by son, heartlessly deals 
with impediments (9)
17 Underworld queen has drunken spree in 
pub (8)
19 In Tennessee state, Alaskan’s opening 
restaurant (7)
21 Car thief is a sport? Not so (6)
23 Thick-skinned sort has some leadership 
potential (5)
25 The very best charactersí greatness? (5)
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HoroScope

what the 
Month
has in store

Aries (March 21 – April 19)
A lot of things, such as money and technological services, 
are likely to go wrong for you, leading to mounting 
frustration and anger. Don’t allow yourself to flare up; 
patience may seem impossible but it’s necessary. Concentrate 

on making the best use of your time – if one thing stalls, move on to 
another one and get that sorted, striking items off the list. Shun tiresome 
acquaintances to maintain your mental equilibrium. New professional avenues 
will open up, but think before you commit to time-consuming projects. 

Taurus (April 20 – May 21)
There are strong chances of meeting interesting new people 
that could lead to significant developments. That could 
mean either a romantic relationship or a new professional 
partnership – whichever it is, be confident that all will go 
well, because the vibes you give out will determine the 

outcome to a large extent. At work, you’ll find success but not without some 
serious ego fights. Be careful to strike a balance between standing your ground 
and being outright obstinate. Be open to suggestions but don’t trust easily.

Gemini (May 22 – June 20)
Tension at home could affect work, though this phase is in 
general productive and your pathway to achievements. Your 
merit will be appreciated, but there could be a challenge 
to your leadership. At the same time, there’s the possibility 
of landing a big new contract that would boost your 

finances. Money, however, is not without trouble, as emergency expense are 
also likely to mount. It’s of utmost importance that your fitness routine is 
undisturbed, as much physical stamina will be demanded of you this month.

Cancer (June 21 – July 22)
An urge for discovery could take hold of you, leading to travels 
or getting back to the classroom or some other kind of quest. A 
sabbatical from work is on the cards, but your finances will be 
in good shape, so a little common sense and thrift can prevent 
hardships. If you decide to engage in adventure activities, 

don’t neglect any precautions at all, because there’s a risk of injury in this phase. 
Alternatively, that risk could manifest itself as a health problem; it’ll pass, though.

Leo (July 23 – August 22)
There’s a chance of regrouping with friends with whom you’ve 
shared much over the years. Overall, a fair amount of socialising 
is predicted for this month, and travel may figure in it. Finances 
and work will be in a placid state; only some minor bureaucratic 

problems may persist. This is a phase for remaining patient and content, consciously 
avoiding anything that can lead to worry or arguments. For those in a romantic 
relationship, the first intense attraction will settle into a state of deeper commitment. 

Virgo (August 23 – September 22)
Team players will be kept busy, and happily so, and everything 
will fall in place for important projects, leading to a sense of 
camaraderie and accomplishment. On the personal front, there 
could be some friction, or even a temporary estrangement in 

extreme cases. Don’t become too perturbed by this, as good vibes will be restored 
soon. The only thing that could throw you off the track is a lack of self-discipline, be 
it going slack on good health habits or piling up pointless purchases.

Libra (September 23 – October 22)
The wallet might empty out faster this month than 
you can fill it. That’d be stressful, but on the bright 
side, you’re this close to getting a great offer at a 
higher salary. Investing in continued learning will 

speed up your progress. Don’t become frustrated by small things not 
working out here and there; as long as the main goal is not out of sight, 
you know you’re getting there. Drop the characteristic hesitation and 
be quick to grab chances; taking calculated risks will be rewarding. 

Scorpio (October 23 – November 21)
A feeling of loneliness could colour everything you do this 
month. Cheer yourself up by indulging in whatever makes 
you happy, even if it means a little expense. The bleak mood 
certainly needs to charge to a more energetic one before you 

can set out to achieve your goals. The best strategy would be to make yourself 
go out and socialise whenever the glooms threatens to take over. Choose your 
company carefully as the kind of people you mix with can direct your actions. 

 
Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21)
Family will take up a lot of your time, but though it’ll 
be a strain juggling those commitments with the work 
schedule, the social ties will leave you in a happier state 
of mind. Those of you in a romantic relationship will get a 

nice surprise from your partner – it could take any form; whatever it is, the 
result will be that you’ll feel closer and more secure about each other. Small 
illnesses could plague you for a little while. Resist any idea of self-medication.

Capricorn (December 22 – January 19)
You might be losing track of what’s important and 
get bogged down in what’s urgent. Attend to the 
tasks at hand, by all means, but don’t put your 
deepest needs on the backburner. That’ll pull you 

down in the long run, because time doesn’t wait. Always say yes to 
new activities suggested by trusted people in your circle, because one 
leads to another, and in your case, some exciting things are in the 
future but the path to them is unclear. So open every door you can. 

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18)
There’ll be rocky patches at work, mainly because of 
a fallout with someone higher up in the ranks. Your 
approach should be to assess yourself first, ascertain 
what you did wrong or right, and then present a case. 
Becoming defensive and blaming others will hurt only 

your own interests. When looking for a switch, be honest with yourself 
about yourself about how much you can take on. If you promise and then 
fail to deliver, valuable contacts will be lost forever. Better to start small.

Pisces (February 19 – March 20)
Things will go rather well in the immediate family circle, with a 
lot of appreciation and support coming your way. Any friction 
with the spouse will be all but absent this month; even if an 
argument begins, your charm will put the fire out quickly. Those 

of you in supervisory positions at work will find it easy to bring people round to 
your point of view and, thus, secure their co-operation. Actively earning goodwill 
will also help you foil plot by any mischief-makers at work.
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